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Advanced  Electronics,  Inc. 

745  ATLANTIC  AVENUE*  BOSTON,  M  A.  02111  •  617-482  -  5266 


Happy  Hew  Year 
to  the  Chinese  Community 

from 

The  Management  &  Employees 
of  Advanced  Electronics 


Boston  Chinatown’s  first  electronic 
manufacturing  company  welcomes 
inquiries  from  the  community  for 
various  job  opportunities 


A.  GROUP  LEADERS 

*  Familiar  with  electronic  drawings  and  components 

*  Experienced  in  electronic  assembling  and  soldering. 

*  Leadership  ability 


B.  INSPECTORS 

*  Familiar  with  electronic  components  and  drawings. 

*  Some  experience  in  electronic  assembly. 

*  Must  have  good  eye-sight  and  quick  to  learn. 


C.  ASSEMBLERS 

*  No  experience  required. 

*  Good  manual  dexterity  and  eye-sight. 

*  Patient  and  willing  to  learn. 
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COMMUNITY 


New  Year  Day  Gambling  Raids 


By  Paul  Yee 

For  over  100  Chinese  in  the 
greater  Boston  area,  the  New  Year 
began  with  ill  fortune. 

According  to  Rico  Cappucci, 
director  of  Informational  Services 
at  the  Boston  Police  Department, 
law  officers  arrested  110  persons 
and  seized  $50,000  and  some 
gambling  apparatus  in  Chinatown 
and  Mattapan  on  the  morning  of 
February  6,  1981  -  the  first  day  of 
the  Chinese  New  Year. 

Ten  search  warrants  authorizing 
the  raids  had  been  secured  as  a 
result  of  intensive  investigation, 
he  said.  The  investigation  was 
conducted  in  the  wake  of  the 
homicide  which  took  place  on 
Tyler  Street  in  Chinatown  three 
months  ago. 

Cappucci  stressed  arrests  were 
made  not  only  in  Chinatown,  but 
also  in  Wellington  Circle  in  Mat¬ 
tapan  where  nine  Chinese  were 
taken  into  police  custody. 

Among  those  arrested,  several 
were  identified  by  the  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Naturalization  Service 
(INS)  as  illegal  aliens,  he  added. 
The  alleged  illegal  aliens  were 
taken  into  custody  by  the  INS  for 
deportation  proceedings,  said  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Suffolk 
County  District  Attorney’s  office. 

According  to  Suffolk  County 
Assistant  District  Attorney 


Thomas  G.  Horgan,  85  of  those 
arrested  were  arraigned  on  various 
gaming  and  gambling  charges 
before  Judge  Pino  of  the  Boston 
Municipal  Court.  The  trials  have 
been  continued  until  February  20 
before  a  Special  Judge  because  of 
the  large  number  of  persons  com¬ 
ing  before  the  court. 


Only  seven  suspects  were  charg¬ 
ed  with  allowing  the  premises  to 
be  used  for  gaming,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  103  were  alleged  players 
charged  with  being  present  where 
gaming  apparatus  was  found,  said 
Horgan.  These  gaming  violations 
can  result  in  $50  fines  or  sentences 
up  to  three  months  in  jail,  he 


Photo  by  Michael  Quan 

noted. 

When  asked  by  the  SAMPAN 
about  the  timing  of  the  gambling 
raids,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
District  Attorney’s  office  stated 
that  he  had  no  prior  knowledge  of 
the  scheduling  of  these  raids  by 
the  Boston  Police. 

During  the  past  six  weeks  or  so, 


the  vice  squad  of  the  Boston 
Police  made  two  other  gaming 
raids  in  Chinatown,  taking  in  up 
to  20  to  30  persons  along  with 
$6,000  to  $9,000  each  time,  said 
Horgan,  who  has  long  handled 
gaming  cases  in  Suffolk  County. 
But  he  admitted  that  the  number 
arrested  on  Chinese  New  Year  Day 
was  “unusual,”  and  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  other  raid  netting  as 
many. 

Cappucci  said  Superintendent 
DiNatali  and  Deputy  Superinten¬ 
dent  Feeney  headed  the  New  Year 
Day  raids,  which  took  place  bet¬ 
ween  12:30  a.m.  and  6:30  a.m. 

Horgan  said  there  has  been 
more  gaming  activity  in  China¬ 
town  recently  than  five  years  ago. 

According  to  the  BOSTON 
GLOBE,  on  February  20  Chief 
Justice  Harry  Elam  of  the  Boston 
Municipal  Court  placed  all  the 
gambling  charges  on  file.  This 
means  criminal  prosecution  of  the 
charges  have  been  terminated. 
Those  arrested  will  have  no  crimi¬ 
nal  record  with  the  court’s  action 
provided  they  are  not  arrested 
again. 

The  BOSTON  GLOBE  also 
reported  that  although  Judge 
Elam  was  not  condoning  illegal 
gambling,  he  did  criticize  police 
officials  for  their  insensitivity 
in  scheduling  raids  on  Chinese 
New  Year  Day. 


Prop  2Vi  May  Take  Heavy  Toll 
On  Minority  Municipal  Workers 


By  Doris  Sue  Wong 

If  cities  and  towns  adhere  strict¬ 
ly  to  a  layoff  policy  of  “last  hired- 
first  fired,”  Proposition  254  will 
have  a  “devastating  effect”  on 
minority  workforces  throughout 
the  state,  Commissioner  Sam 
Stonefield  of  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  Against  Discrimina¬ 
tion  (MCAD)  warned. 

At  a  press  conference  held  in 
early  February,  Stonefield  an¬ 
nounced  the  results  of  a  two- 
month  MCAD  study  on  the  prob¬ 
able  effects  of  Prop  2  54  on 
minority  municipal  employees. 

While  recognizing  budget 
reductions  under  Prop  214  will  in¬ 
evitably  mean  a  decrease  in 
municipal  workforces,  the  Com¬ 
missioner  asserted,  “Minorities 
will  take  a  disproportionate 
burden  of  the  layoffs  (under  cur¬ 


rent  procedures) . . .  because  only 
in  the  last  few  years  have  the 
doors  of  opportunity  been  opened 
to  allow  them  to  hold  municipal 
jobs.” 

In  Boston,  for  example,  the 
Commission  projects  that  a  25% 
overall  personnel  cut  will  result  in 
the  loss  of  more  than  75%  of  the 
city’s  Asian,  black  and  Hispanic 
workers. 

“This  is  a  major  step 
backwards,  a  massive  retreat,  and 
represents  the  greatest  threat  to 
the  civil  rights  movement  since  the 
1960’s,”  Stonefield  said. 

Based  on  October  1980  MCAD 
figures,  a  total  of  13,671  persons 
are  employed  full-time  by  the  City 
of  Boston.  Of  these,  85  are  Asians 
and  Pacific  Islanders.  Although 
the  exact  number  of  Asians  and 
Pacific  Islanders  who  may  be  laid 


off  as  a  consequence  of  Prop  254 
were  not  available,  circumstances 
at  the  Boston  Police  Department 
may  serve  as  a  rough  indicator. 

About  a  half  dozen  Asians  and 
Pacific  Islanders  currently  work  as 
Boston  police  officers.  According 
to  the  MCAD,  the  first  Asian 
policeman  was  hired  in  1977. 
Under  Prop  254,  if  the  “last 
hired-first  fired”  policy  is  applied 
to  those  taken  on  within  the  last 
five  years,  all  of  the  Asian  law  en¬ 
forcers  will  be  terminated. 

(Attempts  by  the  SAMPAN  to 
contact  Boston’s  Affirmative  Ac¬ 
tion  Office  for  details  on  the  city’s 
layoff  policy  proved  unsuc¬ 
cessful.) 

In  a  MCAD  statement  released 
after  the  press  conference,  it  was 
stated:  “The  Commission’s  posi¬ 
tion  is  that  layoff  policies  with  a 
discriminatory  effect  are 
presumptively  unlawful.  No  single 
group  of  persons  may  be  singled 
out  for  more  severe  impact;  the  in¬ 
evitable  hardships  (brought  on  by 
Prop  2!4)  must  be  shared.” 

The  Commission  has  proposed 
several  avenues  for  change.  These 
include  legislative  changes  to  per¬ 
mit  greater  fairness  in  layoff  pro¬ 
cedures;  suggestions  for  collective 
bargaining  agreements;  and  pro¬ 
posed  modification  of  Civil  Ser¬ 
vice  Commission  rules.  The  Com¬ 
mission  is  convening  a  task  force, 
composed  of  state,  local  and  other 
concerned  officials  and  organiza¬ 
tions,  to  examine  and  refine  these 
proposals. 

“If  all  else  fails,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  shall  resort  to  litigation  in 
state  and  federal  courts,’’ 
Stonefield  said.  “The  law  requires 
equality  of  sacrifice,  it  can  never 
allow  the  sacrifice  of  equality. 


Correction 

In  a  photograph  which  appeared 
in  the  February  1981  issue  of  SAM¬ 
PAN,  performers  participating  in 
Boston’s  First  Night  Celebration 
were  incorrectly  identified  as 
members  of  the  East-West  Dance 
Company.  These  participants  are  in 
fact  Master  Bow-Sim  Mark  and 
Master  Siu-Yin  Mark  of  the  Chinese 
Wu-Shu  Research  Institute. 
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YMCA  Moves 
Toward  Developing 
Major  New  Facility 

By  Ron  Yee  elude  the  Chinese  American  Civic 

Executive  Director  Association,  the  South  Cove 

South  Cove  YMCA  Health  Center,  and  the  Quincy 

School.  The  facility  will  be  a  place 
For  any  attempt  to  develop  a  where  organizations  can  function 
major  new  housing  and  recrea-  independently  and  yet  be  housed 
tional  facility  in  the  community  to  under  the  same  roof, 
be  successful,  time  and  care  are  re-  Sites  currently  under  considera- 
quired.  tion  for  the  new  facility  consist  of 

the  current  location  of  the  YMCA 
With  this  in  mind,  administrat-  (R-l),  the  former  Pine  Street  Inn 
ors  of  the  South  Cove  YMCA  are  (R-3),  and  the  abutting  building 
undertaking  a  feasibility/market  housing  the  Boys  Club  (R-3A).  In 
study  to  ensure  that  when  and  if  part,  the  feasibility/market  study 
such  a  facility  is  built,  it  will  be  will  determine  which  of  these  sites 
responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  will  be  necessary  and  practicable 
community  and  its  environs.  The  as  a  location  for  the  proposed  fa- 
YMCA  has  received  a  Community  cility.  The  YMCA  administrators 
Development  Block  Grant  for  this  recognize  that  the  needs  of  current 
purpose.  occupants  of  these  sites  must  be 

This  project  will  be  oriented  to  taken  into  account, 
a  mix  of  housing  for  all  incomes,  The  community’s  dense,  com- 
which  will  include  subsidized,  ren-  pact  characteristics,  as  well  as  its 
tal  and  condominium  units.  It  is  lack  of  housing  and  outdoor  space 
the  administrators  belief  that  such  for  recreational  use  make  the  pro- 
a  combination  will  maintain  a  posed  facility  a  viable  candidate 
high  level  of  pride  in  ownership  as  for  the  development  of  these  land 
well  as  accommodate  persons  de-  parcels. 

siring  specific  forms  of  housing.  The  YMCA  administrators 
Based  on  predevelopment  figures,  have  long  recognized  these  needs, 
the  housing  component  will  be  for  and  on  the  other  hand,  have  also 
at  least  200  units  and  may  exceed  recognized  our  limits.  A  major 
this  initial  projection.  project  requires  an  equally  pro- 

A  major  YMCA,  which  may  in-  portionate  span  of  time  to  initiate 
elude  such  amenitities  as  .bowling  and  conclude.  Rome  wasn’t  built 
alleys,  will  be  planned  in  concert  in  a  day! 

with  the  housing  component.  When  details  of  the  project  be- 

Although  the  project  is  in  its  come  more  substantial,  the 
embryonic  stage,  initial  communi-  YMCA  will  inveil  its  plans  to  the 
ty  reaction  has  been  enthusiastic  community  and  welcome  a  series 
and  the  Boston  Redevelopment  of  meetings  for  all  to  have  input. 
Authority  has  been  cautiously  At  this  point,  the  project  design 
supportive.  may  change  many  times  and  at 

During  past  informal  talks,  considerable  expense.  However, 
community  organizations  which  we  believe  that  this  is  the  best  way 
have  expressed  an  interest  in  occu-  to  satisfy  and  consider  the  majori- 
pying  space  in  such  a  facility  in-  ty  of  the  people  in  the  community. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Advertising  and  editorial  deadlines  for  the 
April  issue  of  SAMPAN  will  be  4:00  p.m. 
Tuesday,  March  17, 1981. 
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QSCC  Announces  Service  Cutbacks 


Parents  and  students  listen  quietly  as  staff  and  council  members  of  the 
Quincy  Community  School  announce  service  cutbacks  resulting  from 
reduced  city  funds.  (Photo  by  Deborah  Moy) 


By  Quincy  School  Community 
Council,  Inc. 

At  the  January  28th  community 
school  meeting,  the  board 
members  and  director  of  the 
Quincy  School  Community  Coun¬ 
cil  (QSCC)  informed  nearly  300 
program  participants  and 
residents  of  the  cutbacks  in  ser¬ 
vices  to  take  effect  that  day. 

Faced  with  a  $26,000  deficit, 
due  to  reduced  funding  from  the 
Mayor’s  office  for  the  rest  of  this 
fiscal  year,  the  QSCC  announced 
the  following  action: 

1.  Hours  the  community 
school  building  will  be  ac¬ 
cessible  to  the  Chinatown 
community  will  be  cut.  The 
building  will  close  at  9:00 
p.m. 

2  .  Community  pool  activities 

and  classes  are  cancelled  in¬ 
definitely. 

3  .  Community  gym  activities 

and  classes  will  be  reduced. 

4  .  Rental  of  gym  facilities  will 

be  made  available  to  com¬ 
munity  groups  in  an  effort 
to  raise  funds  for  the  school. 

5  .  Educational  programs  and 

classes  will  continue,  but 
operating  budgets  will  be 
reduced  due  to  an  overall 
agency  deficit. 

Although  the  Council  gave 
assurances  that  the  community 
school  will  continue  its  program¬ 
ming  through  June  30th,  they 
could  not  predict  the  status  of  the 
community  program  from  July  1st 
on,  given  the  political  climate  in 
the  city. 


Reactions  from  the  audience 
ranged  from  anger  to  disappoint¬ 
ment  to  shock  over  these  cut¬ 
backs.  During  a  discussion  period, 
parents  and  students  expressed 
their  willingness  to  participate  in 
future  community  school  efforts 
to  save  and  maintain  the  programs 
for  Chinatown.  Input  from  the 
audience  included  petition  drives, 
fund  raising  activities,  meeting 
with  elected  officials,  and  holding 
a  public  demonstration  at  City 
Hall  to  protest  present  and  future 
cutbacks  or  possible  demise  of  the 
citywide  community  schools  pro¬ 
gram. 


The  future  of  this  program  is 
very  much  in  jeopardy.  Already 
hit  with  cuts  from  the  city,  the 
outlook  for  keeping  this  building 
open  for  the  Chinese  community 
is  not  optimistic.  The  QSCC  has 
already  begun  its  efforts  to 
organize  support  from  the  general 
community  as  well  as  from  the 
program  participants,  to  lobby  to 
keep  the  program  and  facilities 
open  and  operating. 

If  you  have  any  ideas  or  interest 
in  helping  out  with  this  commun¬ 
ity-wide  problem,  please  call  Jim 
Yee  at  426-6660  or  stop  by  the 
Quincy  community  school  office. 


Betty  Ming,  a  mother  of  two  children,  asks  how  parents  can  help  save 
after-school  programs  at  the  Quincy  School.  (Photo  by  Deborah  Moy) 


Three  Clergymen  Speak  Out 


Role  of  Church  Goes  Beyond 
Spiritual  Enhancement 


By  Matt  Sawyers 

The  Combat  Zone,  adjacent  to 
Chinatown,  voices  its  presence 
through  alcoholism,  prostitution, 
and  petty  thievery,  while  the 
working  force  of  Chinatown  puts 
in  long  hours  each  day  in  the 
restaurant  and  garment  districts, 
fighting  an  American  language 
barrier  and  trying  to  get  along. 
How  does  the  spiritual  character 
of  Chinese-Americans  fare  after 
the  pressures  peculiar  to  China¬ 
town  take  their  toll?  Three  clergy¬ 
men  with  Chinese  congregations 
speak  on  the  role  of  the  church  in 
serving  the  Chinese. 

Reverend  Jacob  Fung  has  been 
with  the  Evangelical  church  of 
Chinatown  since  July  of  1979. 
Born  in  Hong  Kong,  Rev.  Fung 
entered  the  seminary  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  He  later  became  a 
pastor  in  Singapore  where  he 
worked  with  the  church  for  twenty 
years.  He  immigrated  to  America 
to  serve  the  church  in  Sacramento, 
California,  for  a  stay  of  18 
months.  His  move  to  New  England 
was  prompted  by  the  need  for  a 
pastor  schooled  in  the  Toisan  and 
Cantonese  dialects:  “It  was  God’s 
will  to  lead  me  here.” 

Rev.  Fung  feels  that  the  Com¬ 
bat  Zone  has  a  negative  effect  on 
the  moral  climate  of  Chinatown, 
affecting  the  young  in  particular. 
“The  young  face  a  new  culture, 


and  they  don’t  know  how  to  ad¬ 
just.  We  (the  church)  try  to  tell 
them  the  value  of  their  traditional 
culture.” 

Like  many  other  Chinatown 
residents.  Rev.  Fung  finds 
Chinatown  badly  in  need  of  more 
middle  income  housing.  The  di¬ 
lapidated  state  of  Chinatown 
housing,  he  says,  exerts  a  negative 
force  on  the  general  mood  of  the 
people.  Given  these  circum¬ 
stances,  how  can  the  church  help? 

Fung  cites  the  fact  that  the 
Evangelical  church  is  independent 
in  denomination  and  is  therefore 
open  to  all.  “Our  congregation  is 
like  a  great  community,”  he  says, 
“it  includes  old  immigrants,  new 
immigrants,  and  the  so  called 
ABC’s--American-born 
Chinese.” 

A  demographical  breakdown  of 
Rev.  Fung’s  congregation  bears 
him  out.  There  are  students  atten¬ 
ding  his  sermons  from  Hong 
Kong,  Taiwan,  China,  and  other 
Southeast  Asian  countries.  He 
says  that  although  the  Evangelical 
Church  delivers  the  word  of  the 
Bible  to  a  congregation  with  no 
particular  denomination,  the 
church  “welcomes  those  who  have 
no  faith  at  all.” 

The  Holy  Trinity  Chuch,  loca¬ 
ted  on  Shawmut  street,  is  a 
massive,  ancient  building  made  of 
stone.  One  half  of  the  church’s 
congregation  is  German,  as  is 
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their  pastor.  Reverend  Thomas 
Szelinga.  The  other  half  is  Chinese. 

Rev.  Szelinga,  Polish-born, 
worked  at  a  missionary  in  Macao, 
China  in  1936,  when  he  was 
twenty-one.  There  he  studied  until 
1940,  at  a  seminary  which  was 
“like  an  American  college.”  In 
1940,  Szelinga  relocated  in 
Shanghai,  still  a  part  of  the  Sale- 
sian  order  of  his  faith.  The 
Japanese  occupied  Hong  Kong 
during  World  War  II,  and 
Szelinga  moved  to  mainland 
China.  Was  there  any  fear  of 
China  being  vanquished  by  the 
Japanese?  “I  felt  that  China  was 
so  great  and  immense  that  it  could 
not  lose,”  he  says. 

Moving  to  Chinatown  in  1971 
for  reasons  of  health,  Szelinga 
sought  escape  from  the  sweltering 
climate  of  China,  though  he  “had 
no  heart  to  leave.”  The  following 
decade  found  him  continuing  his 
work  with  the  Catholic  Chinese  of 
Chinatown. 

Today,  the  Reverend  describes 
Chinatown  residents  as  “waking 
to  new  changes,  and  more  socially 
aware  of  Chinese  rights  and  reality 


in  Boston.”  Concerning  the  Com¬ 
bat  Zone,  Szelinga  asserts  that  the 
role  of  his  church  is  not  only  to 
“enhance  the  spirit”  of  those  ap¬ 
proaching  the  church  but  also  to 
“preserve  the  evil  that  surrounds 
us,” 

Rev.  Szelinga  feels  that 
although  the  Chinese  family 
structure  is  strong,  the  young 
Chinese  are  being  turned  away 
from  Chinese  culture.  Children, 
he  claims,  follow  the  trends  set 
forth  by  their  peers,  and  it  is 
largely  up  to  the  family  and  the 
church  to  preserve  the  sense  of 
Chinese  identity  for  them. 
Szelinga,  in  the  pursuit  of  this 
goal,  would  like  to  see  a 
Chinese-American  grammar  and 
high  school  in  the  Chinatown 
region-one  that  would  teach  the 
English  language  while  retaining 
Chinese  culture. 

The  goal,  says  the  Reverend,  is 
“to  be  more  harmonious,”  for 
“when  the  whole  idea  of  life  is 
material  money,  and  material  suc¬ 
cess,  the  children  become  victims 
of  a  lopsided  education.” 

Like  Reverend  Szelinga,  Rev. 


David  Shih,  senior  pastor  of  the 
Chinese  Christian  Church  of  New 
England,  left  China  for  reasons  of 
health.  He  had  lived  in  the 
Szechuan  province  of  China  and 
left  at  the  end  of  1947  when  he  was 
eight-years-old.  “There  was  a  lot 
of  starvation  in  China  then, 
because  of  the  war,”  to  which 
Reverend  Shih  lost  his  two 
brothers. 

The  Reverend’s  father,  also  a 
pastor  at  the  church,  was  a  “fairly 
strong”  influence  on  Shih’s  life, 
as  it  was  he  who  pioneered  the 
way  to  America,  later  sending  for 
his  son  and  wife. 

“The  retention  of  Chinese 
culture  is  largely  up  to  the 
family,”  he  says,  and  while  the 
family’s  responsibility  provides 
some  help,  Shih  feels  that  the 
church  must  take  up  what  the 
home  cannot.  Shih’s  church  has 
offered  day  care  service  for  nearly 
33  years.  He  says  that  his  church, 
like  all  churches,  has  two  sides  to 
offer:  the  religious  side,  located  at 
the  church  itself,  and  the  social 
side,  where  personal  counseling  is 
provided. 


Speakers  And  Program 
For  April  Conference  Set 


By  Richard  Koo 
Conference  Committee 

A  conference  will  be  held  April 
4,  1981  focusing  on  the  heritage 
and  aspirations  of  the  Chinese- 
American  community  in  Boston. 
One  of  the  major  themes  of  the 
conference  will  be  the  need  for 
future  concerted  effort  among 
Chinese-Americans  toward  the 
goal  of  promoting  the  welfare, 
economic  development  and  cul¬ 
tural  heritage  of  the  Chinese  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  United  States. 

A  conference  program  has  been 
formulated  and  the  major 
speakers  have  been  identified. 
Gloria  Chun,  producer  of  “Asian 
Focus,”  will  present  the  first  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  conference  program 
entitled  “The  Past-Heritage.” 
With  the  assistance  of  audio¬ 
visual  equipment,  she  will  ex¬ 


amine  the  historical  external 
pressures  on  and  the  internal 
cohesive  elements  of  Chinese- 
Americans.  In  the  second  segment 
of  the  program,  Robert  Chin,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  sociology  at  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity,  will  analyze  “The  Present 
Issues,”  which  will  include  a 
discussion  of  present  barriers  and 
forces  favorable  to  concerted  ef¬ 
fort  among  Chinese-Americans. 
James  Wei,  professor  of  chemical 
engineering  at  MIT,  and  Y.S. 
Jung,  principal  of  the  architec¬ 
tural  firm  of  Jung/Brannen  Asso¬ 
ciates,  Inc.,  jointly  will  speak  on 
“Future  Aspirations”  from  the 
view  of  both  the  individual  and 
the  Chinese-American  communi¬ 
ty.  In  addition,  nationally  renown 
Chinese-Americans  have  agreed  to 
attend  the  conference  in  order  to 
render  their  suport.  Among  them 
will  be  Anna  Chennault,  who  is 
scheduled  to  make  a  keynote 


speech. 

Efforts  have  been  and  continue 
to  be  made  to  contact  Chinese- 
American  groups  in  the  Boston 
area.  Their  cooperation  and  en¬ 
dorsement  of  the  conference 
would  have  symbolic  value  to  the 
conference  themes  and  may  dem¬ 
onstrate  to  Chinese-Americans  in 
other  cities  that  concerted  effort 
among  Chinese-Americans  is  pos¬ 
sible.  Initial  responses  have  been 
quite  favorable. 

The  conference  is  scheduled  for 
Saturday  afternoon,  April  4,  1981 
and  is  likely  to  be  held  at  the 
Quincy  School  in  Chinatown. 
Further  details  concerning  the 
location  and  schedule  of  the  con¬ 
ference  will  be  forthcoming.  If 
you  wish  additional  information 
concerning  the  conference,  please 
call  James  Lee  at  864-3767  in  the 
evening. 
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Over  120  Parents,  Teachers  Attend 
Meeting  On  Chinese  Bilingual  Education 


By  Anna  Yee 
Chinese  Bilingual  Parent 
Advisory  Council 

Citywide  Parents  Advisory 
Council 

More  than  120  Chinese  parents 
and  teachers  of  bilingual  students 
in  the  Boston  Public  School  (BPS) 
system  and  guests  from  the  Chi¬ 
nese  community  got  an  early  start 
in  celebrating  the  Chinese  New 
Year  on  January  25  along  with 
their  midyear  meeting. 

The  meeting  was  called  by 
members  of  the  Chinese  Bilingual 
Parent  Advisory  Council 
(CBPAC). 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  was 
to  channel  current  information  on 
school  transportation,  curriculum 
development,  and  school  closing 
plans;  to  provide  an  opportunity 
for  personnel  from  the  BPS  Chi¬ 
nese  Bilinguaf  Education  Prbgram 
to  present  their  reports;  to  provide 
a  forum  for  Chinese-speaking 


parents  with  children  in  the  school 
system  to  become  acquainted  and 
communicate  with  each  other  on 
educational  and  other  related 
needs. 

The  meeting  opened  with  a  folk 
dance  performed  by  a  bilingual 
high  school  student.  The  perfor¬ 
mance  was  an  expression  of 
thanks  to  teachers  and  parents  for 
their  year-long  effort  to  upgrade 
bilingual  education  in  the  city. 
This  number  was  welcomed  en¬ 
thusiastically  by  all. 

Susan  Fung,  Asian  parents  co¬ 
ordinator  of  CP  AC,  addressed  the 
possible  effects  school  closing 
plans  proposed  by  BPS  Super¬ 
intendent  Paul  Kennedy  would 
have  on  the  Chinese  high  school 
bilingual  program.  Twenty-eight 
schools  have  been  proposed  to  be 
shut  down  by  June  30,  1981. 
Among  them  is  Roxbury  High 
School.  If  Roxbury  High  School 
closes  its  doors,  part  of  its  present 
enrollment  will  be  transferred  to 
Charlestown  High,  which  has  the 
only  Chinese  bilingual  high  school 


program  in  the  school  system.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Fung,  this  act  will 
severely  bar  the  Chinese  bilingual 
high  school  program  from  further 
expansion. 

On  behalf  of  all  parents,  Anna 
Yee  (the  author  of  this  article), 
Asian  Representative  of  CPAC 
and  chairperson  of  the  CBPAC, 
expressed  thanks  to  all  bilingual 
teachers  who  have  worked  hard 
for  the  high  academic  standing  of 
Chinese  bilingual  education  in  the 
city.  She  urged  parents  to  com¬ 
municate  often  with  their  children 
on  homework,  school,  problems 
in  transportation  and  safety,  and 
to  report  any  transportation  or 
safety  problems  promptly. 

Since  this  meeting  was  an 
outreach  effort  to  the  community 
at  large,  guests  were  also  invited 
to  attend.  Representatives  from 
the  Chinese  American  Civic 
Association’s  English  class,  the 
Chinese  Merchants  Association, 
the  Chinese  Consolidated  Benev¬ 
olent  Association,  (CCBA),  the  ci¬ 
ty’s  school  system,  and  the 


Chinese  Kwong  Kow  School  were 
present. 

Two  special  guests  shared  their 
views  with  parents.  Raffeal 
Dagrutolla,  senior  advisor  of  the 
Bilingual  Department,  noted  the 
success  of  this  meeting  put  to¬ 
gether  by  CPAC  and  CBPAC.  He 
encouraged  the  continued  par¬ 
ticipation  of  parents  in  order  to 
obtain  quality  Chinese  bilingual 
education.  Billy  Chin,  newly- 
elected  chairman  of  CCBA,  urged 
parents  to  make  use  of  their 
political  power  by  voting  for 
qualified  candidates  to  the  Boston 
School  Committee  in  the  future. 

Presently,  there  are  six  Boston 
schools  with  Chinese  bilingual 
programs.  These  are  the  Quincy 
Elementary  School  and  Kinder¬ 
garten,  Kent  Elementary,  Edward 
Middle  School,  Charlestown  High 
School,  Umana  Middle  School 
and  Baldwin  Middle  School. 

More  than  630  Chinese  bi¬ 


lingual  students  and  over  2000 
Asian  students  enrolled  in  the 
city’s  school  system  this  year. 

Parents  will  now  look  at  assign¬ 
ment  patterns  for  the  next  school 
year  as  well  as  work  to  ensure 
safety  measures  and  adequate 
transportation  services  are  provid¬ 
ed  to  students. 

If  parents  have  complaints  on 
the  safety  of  transportation  they 
may  either  file  a  report  sheet  or  be 
interviewed  over  the  telephone  by 
Susan  Fung  or  Isabel  Yee,  Com¬ 
munity  Field  Coordinator  for 
District  VII. 

(Next  Issue:  Susan  Fung  will 
present  an  overview  of  bilingual 
education,  its  history,  educational 
rationale  and  philosophy,  the 
making  of  the  Bilingual  Imple¬ 
mentation  team  in  the  city’s 
school  system,  the  Lau  Compli¬ 
ance  Plan  and  its  implementation, 
and  current  threats  against  bil¬ 
ingual  education.) 


CEDC  Offers  Computer 


State  And  City  Officials 
Help  Celebrate  New  Year, 

Election  of  New  CCBA  Chair 


By  Gloria  Chun 

Gov.  Edward  King,  Lt.  Gov. 
Tom  O’Neill,  numerous  political 
and  business  leaders  joined 
Chinatown  community  leaders  at 
combination  “Year  of  the 
Rooster”  New  Year’s  celebration 
and  a  reception  for  new  Chinese 
Consolidated  Benevolent  Associa¬ 
tion  Chairman  William  (“Billy”) 
Chin  at  the  Imperial  Teahouse  on 
February  5,  1981. 

Billy  Chin,  newly-elected 
CCBA  president,  was  flanked  by 
members  of  his  family  and  receiv¬ 
ed  greetings  from .  top  political 
leaders  in  the  State.  Joining  Gov. 
King  and  Lt.  Gov.  O’Neill  were 
City  Council  President  Kevin 
McDonough,  Councilors  John 
Sears,  Larry  DiCara,  and  Ray 
Flynn;  District  Attorney  Newman 
Flanagan,  former  deputy  Mayor 
Jeep  Jones,  deputy  Mayor,  Kath¬ 
erine  Kane,  and  representatives 
from  the  offices  of  Senator  Ken¬ 
nedy  and  Senator  Tsongas  were 
also  in  attendance. 

At  the  cocktail  reception, 
students  and  alumni  of  Quong 
Kow  Chinese  Language  School, 
taught  by  Walter  Chan  and  coor¬ 
dinated  by  its  principal,  Mrs.  Lee, 
performed  several  dances  and 
songs.  The  Chinese  Merchants 
Association  presented  to  principal 
Mrs.  Lee  a  check  for  $1,000  for 
the  school. 

While  the  reception  was  oppor¬ 
tune  for  festivity  and  mixing,  the 
serious  job  of  leading  the  CCBA 
rests  with  the  new  chair.  At  the 
January  2nd  meeting  at  the  CCBA 
headquarters  where  Billy  Chin 
was  officially  inaugurated,  several 
goals  were  outlined  by  the  new 
CCBA  head: 

•  Education:  the  renovation  of 
the  old  Quincy  School  on  Tyler 
Street  to  house  the  Quong  Kow 
Chinese  Language  School. 

•  Housing:  to  seek  funds  to 
develop  low  income  housing  for 
Chinatown. 

•  Retail:  a  pledge  of  support  for 
the  CARD  program  and  efforts  to 
clean  up  Chinatown,  and  to  im¬ 
prove  its  physical  appearance. 

•  Funding:  to  coordinate  efforts 
for  outside  funding  for  China¬ 
town. 

•  Newspaper:  to  start  up  a 
Chinese  newspaper  for  business 
purposes. 

•  CCBA:  to  improve  the 
physical  appearances  of  the 
CCBA  offices  at  14  Oxford  Street. 

Billy  Chin,  51,  is  a  rest- 
auranteur  and  manager  of  a  chain 


Governor  Edward  King  and  newly-elected  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association  Chairman  Billy  Chin. 


of  Chinese  Restaurants.  He  owns 
and  operates  China  Pearl  Rest¬ 
aurant  at  Nine  Tyler  Street.  Born 
in  Boston,  he  returned  with  his 
family  to  China  at  age  5,  attended 
school  there,  including  a  year  at 
the  Canton  University. 

He  currently  sits  on  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Greater  Boston 
Chanber  of  Commerce,  the 


Chinatown  Boy’s  Club  and  sits  on 
the  council  of  the  Chin  Family 
Association. 

Last  year  he  was  honored  as  one 
of  350  Jubilee  Grand  Bostonians. 
He  is  married  to  the  former 
Josephine  Wong  of  Boston.  They 
have  two  children,  Brady,  14,  and 
Joliana,  11. 


Students  and  alumni  of  the  Quong  Kow  Chinese 
Language  School  perform  at  CCBA  cocktail 
reception.  (Photos  by  David  Wong) 


Program  Training 


By  Patricia  M.  Walsh 
Chinese  Economic 
Development  Council 

The  Chinese  Economic 
Development  Council  (CEDC) 
has  received  a  $90,000  grant  from 
Boston’s  Employment  and 
Economic  Policy  Administration 
to  conduct  a  six-month  training 
program  in  computer  programm¬ 
ing,  beginning  April  1,  1981.  The 
program,  scheduled  to  run 
through  September  30,  1981,  will 
be  limited  to  14  students. 

According  to  Larry  Hsieh, 
CEDC’s  manpower  development 
director,  “The  course  will  be  full¬ 
time,  intensive  training  with  very 
strict  requirements  regarding  at¬ 
tendance  and  attitude.”  Trainees 
will  receive  a  $117.25  weekly 
allowance  during  their  training. 

Computer  terminals  and  com¬ 
puter  time  for  the  program  are  be¬ 
ing  donated  by  George  S.  Pan, 
president  of  Systems  Architects 
Inc. 

The  training  program  will  have 
three  components:  computer 
language  (Basic,  Cobol  and  For¬ 
tran),  English-as-a-Second- 


Language  (Business  English)  and 
job  counseling.  Counseling  will  be 
on  a  group  and  individual  basis, 
and  will  include  cultural  orienta¬ 
tion  and  adjustment,  and  job- 
hunting  and  interview  techniques. 

CEDC  will  be  hiring  three  per¬ 
sons  to  staff  the  program:  a  com¬ 
puter  programming  instructor,  an 
ESL  teacher  and  a  counselor. 
Hsieh  is  the  project  director. 

To  qualify  for  the  program,  ap¬ 
plicants  must  be  CETA  eligible, 
have  a  high  school  diploma,  and 
have  completed  Grade  10  level 
English  and  Algebra  I. 

To  apply,  applicants  should  go 
immediately  to  the  Chinese- 
American  Civic  Association 
(CACA)  to  pick  up  and  receive 
assistance  in  completing  the  ap¬ 
plication.  CACA  will  refer  ap¬ 
plicants  with  completed  applica¬ 
tions  to  CETA  assessment  centers. 
CETA  will  then  refer  eligible  ap¬ 
plicants  to  CEDC  for  aptitude 
tests.  CEDC  will  interview  ap¬ 
plicants  with  passing  scores  and 
make  the  final  selection  of 
trainees. 

The  application  process  takes 
about  three  weeks,  Hsieh  said. 


CEDC  Expands  ESL  Classes 


The  Chinese  Economic 
Development  Council  (CEDC)  is 
expanding  its  three  present 
intermediate-level  ESL  classes  ef¬ 
fective  immediately. 

The  first  two  classes  are  held 
Monday  through  Friday  from 
9:00  a. m. -10:30  a.m.  and 


1:00-2:30  p.m.,  at  a  cost  of  $25.00 
a  month. 

The  third  class  is  offered  Mon¬ 
day,  Wednesday  and  Friday  from 
3:30-5:30  p.m.  for  $20.00  a 
month.  Students  are  taught  con¬ 
versation,  reading,  grammar  and 
comprehension  and  each  class  is 
limited  to  15  students. 


Value 


Service 


Quality 

Complete  pair  of  eyeglasses*  starting  from  $49.90 

PLUS 

a  second  pair  for  just  $9.90 
Specializing  in  ail  types  of  frames  for  Asians.  Free 
fashion  or  sunglass  tint  on  all  plastic  lenses. 

Ask  about  our  2  pair  offer  on  bifocals. 

542-7005 

62  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116 
near  Chinatown  &  the  Boston  Common 
•Single  vision,  law  to  medium  prescription,  standard 
size  lens. 
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A  Resurgence  Of  Stereotypes 

CHARLIE  CHAN  IN  THE  1980’s 


COMMENTARY 


By  Peter  Nien-chu  Kiang 

Images  of  Asia  are  everywhere  these 
days.  Not  since  Nixon’s  historic  trip  to 
China  have  representations  of  Asian  culture 
been  so  pervasive  in  the  media.  But  what 
are  these  images?  Where  do  they  come 
from? 

Just  as  Bo  Derek  did  not  discover  the 
corn-row,  Jordan  Marsh  did  not  discover 
Chinese  quilted  jackets.  For  most 
Americans  this  year  however,  their  aware¬ 
ness  of  Asian  culture  will  come  from  images 
that  have  been  projected  by  the  white-male- 
defined  business  and  entertainment  indus¬ 
tries.  At  best,  these  images  are  exotic  and 
fanciful:  at  worst,  they  are  degrading  and 
dangerous. 

Communities  across  the  country  this  year 
have  observed  Shogun,  Bloomingdales’ 
‘Reflections  of  China’  and  ‘The  Orient  Ex¬ 
pressed.’  Meanwhile,  at  theaters  like  the 
Sack  chain  in  Boston,  new  Fu  Manchu  and 
Charlie  Chan  movies  have  opened.  These 
images  are  symobolic  of  the  history  of 
racism  and  oppression  experienced  by 
Asians  in  America. 

Fu  Manchu,  most  recently  played  this 
past  summer  by  Peter  Sellers,  appears  with 
long  fingernails,  white  beard,  and  Man¬ 
darin  rings.  His  character  is  based  on  the 
evil  and  masochistic  desires  of  a  villain  who 
thrives  on  electric  shock  treatment  and  lusts 
after  white  women.  The  few  Asian  actors  in 
the  movie  play  barefoot,  subservient  hench¬ 
men.  who  waddle,  bow,  speak  nonsense- 
talk,  suffer  abuse  from  white  actors,  and 
are  allowed  no  character  development 
throughout  the  film.  They  are  referred  to  as 
monkeys  whom  their  leader.  Dr.  Fu,  cannot 
distinguish  between  because  they  all  look 
alike  to  him. 

Similarly,  this  past  month  marked  the 
return  of  Charlie  Chan,  the  inscrutable 
detective  played  by  Peter  Ustinov  (famous 
for  his  Gallo  wine  advertisements  made 
during  the  nationwide  boycott  supporting 
the  United  Farmworkers).  Chan’s  subser¬ 
vient  manner,  phoney  accent,  and  fortune 
cookie  dialogue  represent  another  twisted, 
popular  image  of  Asians  created  in 
Hollywood. 

Fu  Manchu,  Charlie  Chan,  and  a  horde 
of  other  Asian  stereotypes-from  the  yellow 
peril  to  passive,  doll-like  tea-serving  Asian 
women  to  the  laundryman  and  Red  Chinese 
to  Suzie  Wong,  the  exotic/erotic  prostitute- 
-have  been  part  of  America’s  cultural  bag¬ 
gage  for  generations.  This  year,  however, 
witnessed  the  first  Charlie  Chan  film  to  be 
released  since  1949  and  the  first  Fu  Manchu 
movie  in  a  comparable  amount  of  time. 
Why  have  these  gross  distortions  of  Asian 
people  and  culture  returned  to  the  screen 
fresh  in  the  1980’s?  To  answer  this  ques¬ 
tion,  one  must  look  at  the  history  of  Asian 
stereotypes  in  America-who  created  them, 
when  and  why  were  they  used,  and  what 
was  their  impact? 

*  *  * 

The  history  of  American  attitudes  toward 
Asians  has  consistently  been  rooted  in  the 
social/economic  conditions  domestically 
and  the  U.S.’s  foreign  policy  in  Asia. 

Beginning  with  the  reaction  to  Chinese 
gold  miners  and  railroad  workers  in 
California,  the  first  Asian  stereotype 
reflected  the  hard  work  and  industriousness 
of  the  original  Gold  Mountain  laborers.  As 
the  Chinese  outworked  the  white  laborers 
and  began  to  succeed  in  their  own  mining 
ventures,  however,  American  attitudes 
shifted  to  view  the  Chinese  as  an 
unassimilable  menace— a  horde  of  yellow 
rat-eaters  whose  growth  had  to  be  stopped. 
This  view  legitimized  the  wave  of  beatings 
and  shootings  and  the  many  restrictive  laws 
including  the  Exclusion  Acts  which  from 
1882  until  1943  prevented  Chinese  immigra¬ 
tion  to  the  U.S. 

Ironically,  the  need  that  the  Chinese  had 
filled  in  the  U.S.  as  a  pool  of  cheap  labor 
was  next  met  by  the  Japanese.  Increased 
Japanese  immigration  at  the  turn-of-the- 
century  and  the  high  productivity  of 
Japanese-worked  fields  in  California 
valleys  again  threatened  the  white- 
American  sensibility.  Soon,  in  1924,  it 
became  necessary  to  exclude  Japanese  im¬ 
migration. 

Philipinos  provided  the  next  wave  of 
cheap  labor,  working  in  the  farms  and  can¬ 
neries.  The  economic  depression  of  1929, 
however,  placed  an  increasing  number  of 
white  workers  in  direct  competition  with 
Philipinos.  Once  more,  extreme  mob 
violence  and  the  cry  of  yellow  peril  shook 
the  West  Coast. 

As  movies  became  a  popular  form  of 
entertainment,  the  characters  of  Fu  Man¬ 
chu  and  Charlie  Chan  emerged.  Through 
this  medium,  a  general  image  of  Asians  as 
foreign,  evil,  inhuman,  passive  and  in¬ 


scrutable  was  maintained  through  the 
1930’s  and‘40’s. 

The  experience  of  the  early  immigrants  in 
California  clearly  showed  the  inseparable 
nature  of  racism  with  the  social/economic 


climate  of  the  time.  At  each  crisis  point, 
anti-Asian  images  had  spread  simultaneous¬ 
ly  anti-Asian  violence  and  legislation. 

WWII  created  a  new  crisis  situation. 
When  the  U.S.  declared  war  on  Japan 


following  the  bombing  of  Pearl  Harbor,  the 
image  of  Asians,  specifically  Japanese,  as 
sneaky,  clever,  treacherous,  and 
unassimilable  immediately  became  front¬ 
page  news  and  common  knowledge  in  every 
city  in  the  country.  Popular  acceptance  of 
this  sterotype  legitimized  the  internment 
of 112,000  Japanese  Americans  out  of  a 
total  of  126,000  on  the  Mainland-the  ma¬ 
jority  of  whom  were  American  citizens. 

Furthermore,  the  successful  portrayal  of 
Japanese  as  foreign  and  subhuman  remov¬ 
ed  all  guilt  from  America’s  conscience  after 
bombing  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  During 
this  time,  U.S.  concentration  camps  never 
held  Italian  or  German  Americans;  nor 
were  atomic  warheads  ever  used  in  Europe. 
Once  more  a  time  of  crisis  in  America  had 
promoted  racist  stereotypes  and  genocidal 
treatment  against  Asian  people. 

Following  the  liberation  of  China  in 
1949,  an  old  stereotype  of  Asians  as  a 
faceless  mass  was  resurrected  to  further  the 
growing  wave  of  anti-Communism  in 
America.  While  the  yellow  horde  was  re¬ 
translated  to  be  a  yellow  horde  of  reds,  Mc- 
Carthyism  found  ready  acceptance  in  the 
public  eye  that  Chinese  were  sneaky, 
inscrutable,  and  not  to  be  trusted  just  like 
the  Japanese  of  seven  years  before.  Severe 
surveillance  and  repression  then  ripped 
through  Chinese  communites  across  the 
country  unchallenged.  Simultaneously, 
U.S.  involvement  in  Asia  quickly  escalated 
according  to  the  principle  of  saving  the 
world  for  democracy. 

To  rationalize  its  already  questioned  role 
in  Southeast  Asia  in  the  ‘60’s,  America 
recalled  the  image  of  Asians  as  evil  and 
subhuman.  To  fight  in  Vietnam  was  to  fight 
‘gooks’.  Asian  American  soldiers  were 
pointed  to  by  their  commanding  officers  as 
examples  of  what  the  enemy  looked  like.  To 
believe  that  Asian  life  was  cheap  directly 
condoned  the  use  of  napalm,  the  Christmas 
bombings,  and  the  My  Lai  massacre.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  Suzie  Wong  stereotype  of  Asian 
women  as  exotic  prositiutes  extended  the 
devaluation  of  Asian  people  to  mean  the  to¬ 
tal  degradation  and  rape  of  Vietnamese 
women  and  the  oppresive  treatment  of 
Asian  American  women  by  returning  U.S. 
G.I.s.  Clearly,  stereotypes  of  Asian  people 
directly  contributed  to  the  atrocities  of 
Vietnam. 

Once  again,  domestic  and  foreign  polit¬ 
ical  decisions  were  inextricably  tied  to 
American  policies  of  racism.  Although  next 
year  will  commemorate  the  100th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  first  Chinese  Exclusion  Act,  how 
far  have  we  come?  Where  are  we  now? 

*'•  • 

To  look  at  history  is  to  see  that  Asian 
stereotypes  have  consistently  been  manip¬ 
ulated  during  times  of  political  or  economic 
crisis  in  the  U.  S.  to  legitimize  otherwise 
unacceptable  treatment  of  Asian  Americans 
by  the  majority  society.  The  social  status  of 
Asian  Americans  has  always  been 
precarious-dependent  both  on  domestic 
conditions  and  the  international  situation. 

To  learn  from  history  means  to  under¬ 
stand  that  the  return  of  Charlie  Chan  and 
Fu  Manchu  in  the  1980’s  is  not  by  coin¬ 
cidence.  The  reemergence  of  such  blatant 
sterotypes  can  be  related  to  the  recent  elec¬ 
tion,  the  rise  of  the  KKK,  and  Proposition 
2Vi.  It’s  clear  that  the  U.S.  is  once  more  in 
the  midst  of  an  economic  crisis.  When  the 
American  majority  image  of  Asian  Amer¬ 
ican  people  and  culture  reflects  the 
Chan/Fu  attitude  that  Asian  Americans  are 
foreign,  passive,  inhuman,  and  incrutable, 
then  the  path  is  clear  to  make  drastic  cuts  in 
social  services,  housing,  jobs,  and  bilingual 
education  which  are  necessities  to  the  Asian 
American  communities.  Unfortunately,  this 
current  cyle  of  crisis-racism  is  already  well- 
established  as  evidence  by  the  Mayor’s  46% 
budget  cut  of  the  Quincy  Community 
School. 

To  know  our  history  gives  us  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  shaping  our  future.  We  know  that  we 
are  not  treacherous,  inscrutable,  or 
subhuman.  Nor  are  we  chic  or  exotic.  Im¬ 
ages  we  create  for  ourselves  are  part  of  the 
collective  experience  of  communities  of 
people  who  have  directly  maintained  the 
foods,  languages,  and  cultures  of  their 
homelands,  suffered  a  history  of  contract 
labor,  exclusion,  and  violence,  and  yet  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  industralization,  agricultural 
development,  and  wealth  of  America. 

To  act  on  our  history  means  to  challenge 
the  trends  of  the  1980’s-  the  cutbacks,  shut¬ 
downs,  and  stereotypes.  Only  if  we  organ¬ 
ize  and  work  together  can  we  define  and 
determine  our  own  images,  culture  and 
community.  This  the  the  final  message 
found  in  the  return  of  Charlie  Chan  and  Fu 
Manchu. 


West  Coast  Asians 
picket  new  Chan  film 


By  May  Seto 

“Not  surprisingly,  the  revival  of  Charlie 
Chan  today  comes  as  anti-Asian  sentiment 
appears  to  be  growing.  Japanese  are  blam¬ 
ed  for  setbacks  in  the  U.S.  auto  industry. 
Southeast  Asian  ‘boat  people’  are  scape¬ 
goats  for  rising  unemployment.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  has  vandalized 
several  local  (L.A.)  Chinese  movie 
theaters  and  a  Chinese  newspaper  in 
Monterey  Park  and  has  issued  leaflets 
threatening  the  Chinese  community.  ” 

Steve  Sato 
Protest  Organizer,  Coalition 
of  Asians  to  Nix  (C.A.N.) 

Charlie  Chan 

Los  Angeles,  CA  (Feb.  13)  —  When 
Fridays  fall  on  the  13th,  they  are  usually 
viewed  as  days  of  bad  luck.  But  this  day  was 
certainly  more  than  bad  luck  for  the  Asian- 
American  community  because  the  demean¬ 
ing  sterotype  that  has  plagued  Asians  for 
fifty  years  was  being  revived  in  the  United 
Artists  release,  “Charlie  Chan  and  the 
Curse  of  the  Dragon  Queen.” 

Approximately  thirty  spirited  and 
staunch  demonstrators  led  by  the  Coalition 
of  Asians  to  Nix  Charlie  Chan  congregated 
at  the  Hollywood-Pacific  Theatre  in 
Hollywood  to  protest  the  opening  of  the 
film.  C.A.N.  Charlie  Chan  is  an  ad  hoc 
organization  which  was  formed  exclusively 
to  both  discourage  production  and  ban  the 
film  from  being  shown.  Demonstrations 
were  scheduled  in  New  York,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  and  Sacramento  on  the  same  day. 

Jeffrey  Chop,  spokesperson  for  the 
southern  California  chapter  of  C.A.N. 
Charlie  Chan  felt  positive  about  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  the  picket  in  L.A.,  concluding 
that,  “It  definitely  had  an  effect  on  the 
number  of  people  going  to  see  the  film.” 
The  movie  which  opened  at  forty  theatres  in 
southern  California,  according  to  Chop,  is 
typical  of  a  move  on  the  film  industry’s  part 
when  they  seek  to  saturate  the  market  in 
order  to  engender  profits  at  an  accelerated 
pace.  The  new  Chan  release  has  been  can¬ 
ned  by  the  L.A.  critics  who  have  gone  so  far 
as  to  say  that  it  is  one  of  the  worst  films  of 
the  decade. 

The  choice  of  the  picketing  site  in 
Hollywood  “symbolizes  the  heart  of  the 
movie  industry,”  Chop  says,  and  that 
significance  is  to  purport  that  there  is  still 
“alot  of  racism  in  Hollywood.” 

When  producer  Jerry  Sherlock  was  asked 
to  explain  the  reason  for  casting  Peter 


Ustinov  to  play  the  role  of  Chan,  his  reply 
was,  “We  can’t  cast  an  Asian-American  in 
the  lead.  I  need  to  do  a  large  budget  picture. 
We  need  stars.  There  are  no  bankable 
Asian-American  stars.”  Sherlock  reported¬ 
ly  admits  that  there  are  similarities  between 
his  own  life  and  the  film’s  plot  in  that  he  is 
married  to  an  Asian-American  woman,  and 
like  the  couple  in  the  film,  has  an  Asian- 
American  Jewish  son. 

The  arguments  that  have  been  used  are 
weak,  according  to  Chop,  the  producers 
justify  not  employing  Asian-American  ac¬ 
tors  because  they  are  not  bankable,  and 
reserve  the  right  to  produce  the  film  under 
the  guarantee  of  First  Amendment  rights. 

Commercial  Banned 

Station  management  at  KNBC-TV 
agreed  not  to  run  the  commercials  pro¬ 
moting  the  film.  According  to  station 
manager,  Bud  Carey,  “L.A.  has  the  largest 
Asian-American  community  in  the  country 
of  which  a  good  portion  are  Chinese.  We 
feel  the  portrayal  of  Charlie  Chan  is  one  of 
a  stereotype,  one  that  the  community  may 
feel  resentful  about,  and  one  which  doesn’t 
need  to  be  perpetuated.” 

Both  C.A.N.  Charlie  Chan,  along  with 
another  local  group  working  to  eliminate 
media  sterotypes,  the  Association  of 
Asian/Pacific  American  Artists,  requested 
to  meet  with  network  affiliate  stations 
KABC-TV  and  KNXT-TV  to  discuss  why 
the  Chan  stereotype  is  deemed  offensive  by 
the  community,  but  they  were  denied  ac¬ 
cess. 

KNXT-TV  station  manager  James  Ben¬ 
nett  who  chose  to  convey  a  statement 
through  his  assistant,  Phyllis  Kirkbush, 
stated  that  only  three  out  of  the  seven  com¬ 
mercials  submitted  by  the  advertiser  were 
aired.  The  other  four,  according  to  Ms. 
Kirkbush  were  found  to  be  “not  tastefully 
done  and  offensive  to  a  large  segment  of  the 
viewing  audience.”  The  three  commercials 
that  did  air  did  not  display  any  stereotypical 
portrayals  of  Asians,  according  to  Ms. 
Kirkbush,  therefore  station  management 
felt  “it  was  okay  to  run  the  commercial.” 

Greater  success  was  met  in  San  Francisco 
where  all  the  television  stations  agreed  not 
to  run  the  commercials,  and  like  the  Los 
Angeles  community  were  successful  in  stop¬ 
ping  the  production  crew  from  filming  in 
Chinatown. 

Continued  on  7 
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An  Interview 


Maxine  Hong  Kingston 


By  BUI  J.  Gee 

The  following  interview  with  Maxine 
Hong  Kingston  was  conducted  over  the 
course  of  an  hour  by  telephone  between 
Honolulu,  where  she  has  lived  for  the  past 
13  years  with  her  son  and  husband,  and 
New  York,  where  I  more  or  less  makes 
do.  The  setting  was  at  once  a  crowded, 
squarish  third-floor  flat  under  a  low 
January  sky  with  the  lingering  threat  of 
snow  settling  over  grey  and  barren  city 
sidewalks,  and  an  airy  sun-lit  New 
England  style  home,  landscaped  by  lush 
vegetation  under  the  canopy  of  an  endless 
blue,  mirroring  a  benign  mid-pacific  in 
“ winter ”  —  such  is  the  wonderment  of 
modern  telecommunications  and  such  too 
is  the  contrast  of  modern  lives.  From  time 
to  time,  Ms.  Kingston  would  issue  an 
almost  lyrical  burst  of  laughter  to  punc¬ 
tuate  an  answer  she  liked.  After  a  time 
this  was  taken  as  the  cue  to  move  on  to 
other  questions.  Throughout  the  inter¬ 
view,  I  was  struck  by  her  seeming  uncom¬ 
fortableness  on  being  the  writer-being- 
interviewed.  Perhaps  this  confirms  the 
unassuming  simplicity  of  the  person  who 
gazes  at  us  from  the  back  covers  of  the 
successful  books  THE  WOMAN  WAR¬ 
RIOR  and  CHINA  MEN,  and  the 
unclouded  self-knowing  of  a  best  selling 
writer. 

WHEN  DID  YOU  DECIDE  TO  BE  A 
WRITER? 

I  have  almost  always  wanted  to  be  a  writer. 
It  was  something  I  was  born  with.  When  I 
think  back  on  it,  I  recall  I  had  always  had 
the  urge  to  set  things  down  into  words.  I 
learned  Chinese  first  before  English  and  I 
was  very  interested  in  seeing  how  the  words 
compared.  I  remember  writing  a  poem 
when  I  was  nine  —  it  felt  very  good  to  me;  it 
felt  like  the  right  thing  for  me  to  do. 

WAS  THERE  A  TIME  IN  YOUR  LIFE 
WHEN  YOU  FELT  YOU  WOULD  NOT 
MAKE  IT  AS  A  WRITER? 

I  didn’t  think  of  it  as  making  a  living.  I 
didn’t  make  the  connection  for  a  long  time 
because  it  was  just  something  I  could  do. 
When  I  went  to  college,  I  thought  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  go  into  engineering  but  then  everyone 
else  was  going  into  engineering.  At  one 
point  I  thought  I  would  be  a  painter 
because  I  painted  a  lot.  I  wasn’t  too  bad  a 
painter  but  I  had  already  put  in  a  lot  of  my 
life  into  writing. 

YOU  WERE  A  WIFE  AND  THEN  A 
MOTHER  FIRST,  DID  THESE  ROLES 
GET  IN  THE  WAY  OF  WRITING? 

The  way  you  put  it,  it  seems  like  a  person 


has  control  over  his  writing,  I  don’t.  If  the 
writing  comes,  it  comes.  I  guess  what  I  do  is 
neglect  the  family,  I  never  neglect  the 
writing.  I  just  can’t  help  it,  the  words  come 
into  me  even  when  I  don’t  think  I’m  doing 
any  writing. 

WHAT  AUDIENCE  DO  YOU  DIRECT 
YOUR  WRITING  TO? 

I’m  not  very  conscious  of  an  audience. 
Some  writers  are  very  conscious  of  one. 
They  imagine  a  certain  person  sitting  there 
reading  their  work.  I  really  don’t  have 
anything  like  that  in  mind,  although  I  think 
my  audience  is  everybody  —  people  of  to¬ 
day  and  people  of  the  future,  a  hundred  or 
two  hundred  years  from  now.  Also,  before 
I  was  a  writer  I  was  a  teacher  and  when  I 
was  doing  very  well  as  a  teacher,  I  felt  I  was 
reaching  every  kid  in  the  class.  I  tried  to 
teach  in  a  way  that  would  reach  kids  on 
many  levels  at  once  and  surely  that  must 
show  up  in  the  writing  too. 

WHO  ARE  YOUR  FAVORITE 
WRITERS? 

Well,  I  really  like  William  Carlos  Williams’ 
book  called  the  AMERICAN  GRAIN.  I 
feel  I  write  like  that.  It’s  a  way  of  looking  at 
a  people.  He’s  writing  the  myth  of  the 
American  people.  I  feel  that’s  what  I’m  do¬ 
ing,  writing  the  myth  of  the  Chinese- 
American  people.  I  like  the  way  he  looks  at 
things,  the  way  he  puts  words  together.  I 
enjoy  Walt  Whitman,  and  I  enjoy  reading 
modern  American  poets  writing  now.  Late¬ 
ly  I’ve  been  reading  Russian  and  German 
novels. 


Asians  fight  against 
media  stereotypes 


Continued  from  6 

Rona  Barrett  Apologizes 

Media  attention  to  the  protest  over 
Charlie  Chan  was  substantial,  resulting  in 
coverage  by  four  major  L.A.  television  sta¬ 
tions,  radio  stations,  and  Variety,  a  major 
daily  film  trade  journal.  Perhaps  though, 
the  culminating  point  of  broadcast  efforts 
came  in  a  public  apology  by  NBC-TV  per¬ 
sonality  Rona  Barrett  on  the  network’s  late 
night  program,  “Tomorrow.” 

Two  days  prior  to  the  premier  of  the 
film,  Ms.  Barrett,  in  her  review  of  “Charlie 
Chan  and  the  Curse  of  the  Dragon  Queen,” 
resorted  to  using  pidgin  English.  On  the 
following  night  of  the  “Tomorrow”  show, 
Ms.  Barrett  apologized  for  “speaking  the 
kind  of  pidgin  English  that  movies  have 
often  stuck  on  Chinese  people  ...  It  was  an 
insensitive  move  on  my  part  and  I  apologize 
for  the  lapse  in  my  judgment,  but  it  did 
point  up  to  me  how  easy  it  is  for  those  of  us 
in  the  mainstream  of  America  to  forget 
what  it’s  like  to  be  constantly  bombarded 
with  negative  images  of  yourself  in  the 
media. 

What  Can  Asian-Americans  Do? 

“Become  more  visible  by  writing  local 
stations,  local  advertisers,  and  making  a 
concerted  effort  along  with  other  ethnic 
groups  to  eliminate  media  stereotypes,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Sumi  Haru,  President  of 
AAPAA  and  producer  at  KTLA-TV.  “The 
community  has  got  to  make  more  noise, 
Asians  don’t  feel  that  the  media  has  that 
much  of  an  effect  on  their  lives.”  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Ms.  Haru,  attempts  have  been  made 


to  educate  Asian  communities  on  the  signif¬ 
icance  and  power  of  the  media,  but  they 
have  not  been  successful. 

Jeffrey  Chop,  on  the  other  hand  envi¬ 
sions  that  “Asian/Pacific  actors  should 
continue  to  pursue  avenues  of  visual  and 
performing  arts  which  express  the 
Asian/Pacific  experience  in  America.” 
Chop  cites  the  film  “Hito  Hata”  as  a  major 
stride  in  documenting  the  Asian-American 
experience.  He  added  that  collectively 
Asians  must  take  a  more  vocal  role  in  pro¬ 
testing,  unite,  produce  a  stronger  effort, 
and  that  non-Asians  can  take  the  initiative 
to  voice  their  opinions  when  they  see 
something  offensive  or  damaging  to 
another  group.  It’s  a  two  way  street  -  for 
example,  Chop  says,  “If  I  saw  that  their 
(non- Asians’)  rights  were  being  oppressed, 
then  I  would  join  them  in  their  struggle.” 

Frank  Quan,  KNBC-TV  producer- 
moderator,  believes  that  television  manage¬ 
ment  needs  to  be  reminded  that  there  are 
still  images  of  Chinese  which  are  stereo¬ 
typical.  He  added  that  they  do  need  to  hear 
both  positive  and  negative  responses  from 
the  community. 

One  point  is  clear  and  that  is  Asians  need 
to  take  a  strong  and  vocal  position  on  the 
matter  of  stereotypes  perpetuated  by  the 
media.  Perhaps  Rona  Barrett  summarizes  it 
best  when  she  says,  “We  get  much  of  our 
information  from  movies  and  television  and 
the  damage  done,  even  by  silly  comedies 
like  Charlie  Chan,  should  not  be  under¬ 
estimated.  Why  must  another  generation 
see  an  Occidental  stereotype  of  what  a 
Chinese  man  is  like,  complete  with  language 
games  and  physical  ticks  that  I  suspect  are 
funny  only  to  non-Asians  .  .  .? 


WHAT  ABOUT  BLACK  AND  OTHER 
MINORITY  WRITERS? 

A  lot  of  Black  writers  I  enjoy  reading.  I  lik¬ 
ed  Eldridge  Cleaver’s  SOUL  ON 
ICE  .  .  .  and  Ellison.  As  for  Asian- 
American  writers,  their  works  have  just 
recently  been  available  and  lately  I’ve  been 
reading  them.  However,  I  can’t  count  them 
as  influence  because  they  weren’t  available 
to  me  when  I  was  young  and  impres¬ 
sionable. 

BOTH  OF  YOUR  WORKS  ARE  CLASSI¬ 
FIED  AS  NONFICTION  AND  YET 
THEY  HAVE  QUALITIES  OF  FICTION 
TO  THEM. 

Yes,  I  agree.  My  publisher  put  them  in  that 
category,  although  publishers  never  make 
you  do  anything.  You  can  of  course  insist 
to  things  another  way.  I  sometimes  think 
they  ought  to  be  fiction  but  then  when  I 
think  about  what  fiction  is  —  fiction  means 
imaginary,  as  if  you  made  it  all  up  —  I 
know  I  didn’t  make  it  all  up.  I  think  I  have 
the  combination  of  the  two. 

There  is  an  article  by  a  Chinese-American 
woman  which  will  appear  in  “Multi-Ethnic 
Literature  of  the  United  States,”  a  journal. 
She  makes  a  real  good  case  for  my 
work.  .  .  .  she  asks,  what  for  is  this?  Is  it 
fiction  or  nonfiction?  She  decides  my  work 
is  epic.  That’s  what  it  is,  epic.  She  defines 
epic  as  oral  tradition  that  becomes  myth 
and  it  becomes  written  —  that’s  the  epic 
form.  She  shows  that  all  the  Chinese  people 
that  I  write  about  become  heroic.  Ordinary 
people  become  heroic,  mythic,  and 
therefore  is  epic. 

YOU’VE  TAKEN  ON  THE  ROLE  OF 
AUTHOR  AS  STORYTELLER.  DO 
YOU  FEEL  STORYTELLING  IS 
IMPORTANT? 

Yes.  I  think  too  there  is  a  definite  and  par¬ 
ticular  Chinese  storytelling  tradition.  Even 
among  very  common  people,  older 
Chinese,  those  you  wouldn’t  think  to  be 
very  educated  or  poetic,  sometimes  they 


would  come  out  with  a  story  or  rhyme.  I 
heard  that  in  Singapore  there  used  to  be 
storytellers  that  go  to  restaurants  and  tell 
stories,  and  when  they  get  to  the  climax 
they  ask  for  money.  You  pay  them  money 
and  they  give  you  a  good  ending.  I  suppose 
the  more  money  you  give  the  better  the  en¬ 
ding.  The  people  in  Hawaii  have  a  strong 
storytelling  tradition  —  not  just  the 
Chinese,  but  the  Japanese  and  native 
Hawaiian  as  well.  It’s  like  many  storytelling 
traditions  coming  together.  The  thing  to 
remember  about  the  storytelling  tradition  is 
that  it  is  an  art  of  people  who  are  not 
literate  in  that  they  don’t  read  them  or  write 
them  down.  These  stories  change  from  tell¬ 
ing  to  telling  and  they’re  tailored  to  the 
style  of  the  teller.  My  writing,  I  want  to 
think,  is  part  of  this  storytelling  tradition. 
It’s  hard  to  establish  it  at  that  because  when 
you  write  it  down  it  becomes  much  more  ex¬ 
act,  not  fluid  as  when  people  tell  it  orally.  I 
myself  would  much  rather  write  them 
down.  I  like  a  certain  permanence. 

FRANK  CHIN,  THE  PLAYWRIGHT, 
HAS  ATTACKED  YOUR  WORK  AND  IT 
SEEMS  YOU  TWO  DON’T  QUITE  GET 
ALONG. 

I  think  I  can  get  along  with  him,  he  just 
doesn’t  get  along  with  me.  I’ve  never  met 
him.  I  think  he  took  an  instant  dislike  to 
what  I  do.  He  may  be  jealous.  I’ve  never 
said  this  before  but  what  makes  me  think  it 
is  because  when  he  attacks  my  work,  what 
he  says  doesn’t  have  a  basis  in  fact.  I  think 
if  he  said  things  about  what  I  wrote  that 
make  sense,  that  were  true.  I’m  sure  I  can 
take  it. 

IS  IT  POSSIBLE  THAT  HE’S  VERY 
ANTI-INTER(RACIAL)MARRIAGE 
AND  THIS  IS  THE  SOURCE  OF  HIS 
DISLIKE  FOR  YOU? 

Oh  yeah,  but  wasn’t  he  himself  married  to  a 
white  person? 

Continued  on  8 


WHAT  IS  NEW  IN  CHINA? 
SUBSCRIBE  NOW  AND  FIND  OUT 


A  large  format  monthly  magazine 
with  beautiful  photography  and 
short  articles  covering  China’s 
achievements  in  many  fields. 

$  10.00  seamailD  $38.00  air¬ 
mail  □  New  subscription  □ 
Renewal  □. 


An  English  monthly  airmailed  from 
China  to  you.  Contains  many  var¬ 
ied  articles  on  every  aspect  of  life 
in  New  China.  Some  articles  writ¬ 
ten  by  visiting  foreigners  in  China. 
$8.00  one  year  airmailed^  New 
subscription  □  Renewal  □. 

For  information  about  other  magazines  available  on  subscription  from 
China  please  check  □ . 

Name  _ _ _ 

Address  _ 

City _ State _ _ _ Zip - 

CHINA  BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS 
2929  Twenty -fourth  Street 
San  F  rancisco ,  C  A  94H0 
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‘ Behind  Enemy  Lines’  : 

A  Recount  of  Japanese  Internment 


By  Patricia  Lee 

Powerful,  emotional,  and  sen¬ 
sitive  describe  Rosanna  Yamagiwa 
Alfaro’s  play,  “Behind  Enemy 
Lines,”  a  dramatization  of  the 
Japanese  incarceration  during 
World  War  11  now  playing  at  the 
Peoples  Theatre  in  Cambridge. 

The  history  of  Japanese  intern¬ 
ment  began  in  1942  under  execu¬ 
tive  order  of  President  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt,  when  110,000 
Japanese  were  forced  from  their 
homes,  at  times  separated  from 
their  families,  to  be  placed  into 
relocation  camps  while  the  United 
States  raged  battle  with  Japan 
during  World  War  II.  The  extent 
of  personal  and  financial  loss, 
suicide,  and  divorce  has  only  been 
minutely  examined.  It  has  also 
been  a  little  told  tale  in  U.  S. 
history  books. 

Rosanna  Yamagiwa  Alfaro’s 
harrowing  recount  attempts  to 
enlighten  many  of  us  to  this 
almost  forgotten,  and  in  some 
case,  rather-to-be-forgotten  event. 

“Behind  Enemy  Lines”  por¬ 
trays  the  emotions,  conflicts,  and 
tragedies  of  the  Toda  family,  a 
Japanese-American  family  forced 
into  relocation  camps  from  1942 
to  1944. 

The  leading  role  Mike  Toda, 
played  by  Bobby  (Kyoung-Soon) 
Kim,  battles  with  discarding  his 
Japanese  heritage,  (“  I  look  out  at 
this  camp  and  all  I  see  are  Jap 
faces!!”  he  screams  in  one  scene.) 
and  joins  the  army--the  442nd,  a 
segregated  all  Japanese-American 
Army  fighting  for  the  U.S.,  which 


was  nicknamed  the  Jap  Crow  Ar¬ 
my.  Mike  Toda  is  a  nisei,  a  second 
generation  Japanese  born  in 
America. 

The  Toda’s  are  seen  going 
through  many  traumatic 
stages. For  example,  Mike’s 
father,  Kazuo  Toda,  play  by  Ira 
Solet,  falls  into  a  depression  and 
becomes  alcoholic.  Mike,  a 
dedicated  American  often  quar¬ 
rels  with  his  father,  Kazuo,  who 
remains  faithful  to  Japan. 

The  mother,  Mine  Toda,  played 
by  Jane  Mederos,  tries  to  keep  the 
family  together  amidst  all  the 
quarreling  as  each  family  member 
re-examines  his/her  changing 
identity  and  life  while  being  in¬ 
terned.  Other  supporting  roles  in¬ 
clude:  the  daughter,  Fumiko 
Toda,  played  by  Melissa  Kraft, 
and  the  brother,  Lenny  Toda, 
played  by  Byran  Webster. 

The  play  sadly  reveals  the  fami¬ 
ly  turning  on  each  other,  ironical¬ 
ly  in  time  of  much  needed  sup¬ 
port,  as  each  tries  to  deal  with  the 
harshness  of  imprisoned  life,  the 
resentment  by  Americans,  and  the 
passivity  of  their  culture  in  accep¬ 
ting  such  unjust  fate. 

Comments  playwrite  Rosanna 
Yamagiwa  Alfaro,  “(In  real  life) 
there  was  so  much  shame  and  guilt 
felt  by  the  Issei  (first  generation 
Japanese)  who  were  interned  that 
they  don’t  want  to  talk  about  it.” 
And  she  adds,  “Some  people, 
even  parents,  prefer  not  to  men¬ 
tion  this  event  to  the  younger 
generation.” 

Alfaro  became  intrigued  about 
this  subject  one  day  in  a  library. 


and  then  spent  two  years  writing 
this  play.  Born  in  1939,  Alfaro 
was  raised  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michi¬ 
gan.  She  and  her  family  were  not 
interned.  Yet  her  Uncle  and  his 
family  spent  a  month  in  a  reloca¬ 
tion  camp.  To  write  this  play,  she 
relied  on  many  reading  sources 
and  other  information  as  well  as 
the  assistance  of  Nubuko  Hibinu 
and  Kei  Kaneda,  who  were  both 
interned. 

Alfaro,  presently  a  Cambridge 
resident,  is  also  a  short  story 
writer,  a  part-time  professor,  and 
a  mother  of  two  children. 

“Behind  Enemy  Lines”,  play¬ 
ing  at  the  Peoples  Theatre  on  1253 
Cambridge  Street,  Cambridge, 
has  performances  Thursday,  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday  at  8pm  and  Sun¬ 
day  at  6pm.  The  play  which 


The  wartime  incarceration  of  the  Toda  family  drives  father  (Ira  Solet) 
and  son  (Bobby  “Kyang-Soon”  Kim)  worlds  apart  in  “Behind  Enemy 
Lines.” 


premiered  on  February  12th,  will 
run  until  March  8th.  Proceeds  will 
benefit  the  New  England  Chapter 
of  the  Japanese-American 
Citizens  League. 


For  further  information,please 
contact:  May  Takayanagi  (w) 
661-6130  or  (h)  244-7426, 
Kaneda  at  492-4335  or 
People’s  Theatre  at  354-2915. 


Kei 

the 


AARW  Begins  New  Workshops 


On  Monday,  February  9,  the 
Asian  American  Resource  Work¬ 
shop  celebrated  the  Year  of  the 
Rooster  in  the  Quincy  Community 
School  auditorium.  Approx¬ 
imately  three  hundred  residents  of 
the  community  enjoyed  a  two 
hour  program  of  Cantonese  songs, 
traditional  Chinese  dance,  a 
children’s  performance,  and 
Chinese  Wu  Shu.  Master  Li’s 
Tiger-Crane  Club  opened  the 
evening  with  a  traditional  lion 
dance  for  the  new  year.  The  pro¬ 
gram  climaxed  with  two  tradi¬ 
tional  Filipino  dances.  The 
dancers,  with  graceful  movements 


Maxine  Hong  Kingston 


and  brightly  colored  costumes, 
captured  the  audience’s  attention. 

The  Asian  American  Resource 
Workshop  (AARW)  is  committed 
to  fostering  pride  in  and  under¬ 
standing  of  the  commonality  of 
experience  shared  by  all  Asian 
nationalities-Chinese,  Japanese, 
Filipinos,  Koreans  and  Pacific 
Islanders  in  America.  The  Asian 
American  Resource  Workshop  is 
funded  in  part  by  the  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Council  of  Arts, 
Haymarket,  Prudential  Life  In¬ 
surance,  and  donations  from  the 
community.  The  AARW  provides 
a  library  of  Asian  American 
materials,  and  throughout  the 
year  teaches  classes  in  guitar,  sing¬ 
ing,  folksinging,  photography, 
writing  and  printing.  A  new 
semester  of  classes  in  Chinese 
folksinging  and  three  levels  of 


guitar  are  about  to  begin.  The 
AARW  is  located  on  the  third 
floor  at  27  Beach  St.,  in 
Chinatown.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  drop  in  or  call  426-5313 

The  Asian  American  Resource 
Workshop  would  especially  like  to 
thank  the  Boston  Chinese  Dance 
Company,  Chinatown  People’s 
Progressive  Association,  Chinese 
Wu  Shu  Research  Institute,  the 
After  School  Programs  of  the 
Quincy  School  and  the  Boston 
Children’s  Service  Association, 
the  Sojourners  and  the  Tiger- 
Crane  Club,  for  donating  their 
time  and  talents  to  the  New  Year 
Celebration.  We  hope  that  the 
good  spirits  of  our  first  annual 
New  Year  Celebration  will  con¬ 
tinue  throughout  the  Year  of  the 
Rooster. 
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HE  SEEMS  TO  BELIEVE  THAT 
WHITE-ASIAN  INTERMARRIAGE 
BREAKS  DOWN  ASIAN-AMERICAN 
TRADITION. 

I  think  he  is  against  intermarriages  where 
the  women  is  Asian  and  the  man  is  white  — 
vice  versa  doesn’t  seem  to  bother  him. 

DO  YOU  FEEL  THAT  MARRIAGES 
BETWEEN  ASIAN  AND  NON-ASIANS 
ARE  A  RESULT  OF  A  CERTAIN 
ESTRANGEMENT  FROM  THE  ASIAN 
TRADITION? 

Well,  I  think  there’s  a  time  in  most  of  our 
lives  when  we  prefer  to  date  people  from 
other  races.  Everybody  tries  it  and 
everybody  goes  through  that  stage.  Some 
people  get  married  during  that  time  and 
some  don’t.  I  think  when  people  do  that, 
during  those  adolescent  years,  it’s  definitely 
a  rejection.  Then  some  people  wander 
back.  I’m  married  to  a  Jewish-Irish- 
Portuguese  person  but  I  don’t  see  that  as  a 
rejection  of  being  Asian-American.  I  feel 
I’m  very  Chinese-American. 

DO  ASIAN  PEOPLE  WHO  MARRY 
OUT  OF  THE  TRADITION  BECOME 
LESS  ASIAN? 

I  think  it  depends  on  the  people  because  I 
know  of  people  married  into  Chinese  fami¬ 
lies  that  become  very  Chinese.  They  become 
extra  aware  of  Asian-American  tradition. 
They  try  to  help  out  on  holidays  and  funer¬ 
als  and  weddings.  I  think  Chinese  tradition 
in  some  families  is  very  strong  and  absorbs 
the  other  race  rather  than  vice  versa. 

HOW  DO  YOU  FEEL  ABOUT 
FEMINISM? 

I  think  I’ve  always  been  a  feminist.  I’ve 
always  felt  very  bad  about  the  anti-woman 
instinct  of  the  Chinese  culture.  Liberation 
frees  everyone  (men  and  women)  from  their 
roles.  It  allows  everyone  to  see  their  poten¬ 
tial  to  be  whole  human  beings.  If  women 
don’t  have  to  go  to  war  then  men  don’t 
have  to  go,  instead  of  drafting  everybody. 

WRITERS  TEND  TO  AVOID  POLITICS, 
DO  YOU? 

I  do  involve  myself  in  politics  but  1  do  it  in  a 
way  that  separates  it  from  the  writing.  In 
politics  you  just  can’t  write.  You  have  to 
appear.  I  can’t  write  the  leaflets  as  well  as  I 
can  my  books  because  it  always  has  to  be 
passed  to  the  committees  and  by  the  time  it 
gets  done,  it’s  something  very  impersonal. 

I  HEARD  YOU  WERE  DOING  SOME 
WORK  FOR  THE  ANTI-DRAFT  MOVE¬ 
MENT  IN  HAWAII,  ARE  THERE  ANY 


OTHER  CAUSES  TO  WHICH  YOU 
DEVOTE  TIME? 

Well,  there’s  a  group  that  is  going  to  form 
called  “Thousand  Friends  of  Oahu.”  It’s  to 
restudy  the  development  of  Oahu,  study 
land  use  and  challenge  any  illegal  use. 

THIS  COMES  FROM  FEELING  A  PART 
OF  HAWAII? 

I  think  I  belong  to  the  world.  If  I  were  in 
Boston  it  would  be  some  involvement  there. 
I  don’t  feel  I  belong  in  any  one  place  very 
strongly.  I  would  like  to  be  a  world  citizen. 

YOU’VE  LIVED  IN  HAWAII  FOR  13 
YEARS,  DID  YOU  HAVE  TO  LEAVE 
THE  WEST  COAST  WHERE  YOU 
WERE  BORN  BEFORE  YOU  WERE 
ABLE  TO  WRITE  ABOUT  IT? 

No,  I  think  I  can  write  in  any  circumstance. 
I  left  the  West  Coast  during  the  middle  of 
the  Vietnam  War  when  there  was  a  sense  of 
despair  on  the  part  of  everybody  that  the 
war  was  never  going  to  end.  We  felt  we  had 
to  get  out  of  the  country.  So  we  came  to 
Hawaii  while  on  our  way  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Ending  up  in  Hawaii  was  not  getting 
out  —  in  fact,  it  was  a  staging  area  for  the 
war.  I’m  beginning  to  see  now  there’s  no 
getting  away.  It’s  getting  to  be  a  hard 
world.  Our  son  is  17  and  I  think  it’s  time  to 
get  away  again.  I  want  to  encourage  him 
not  to  register  for  the  draft.  Perhaps  it  is 
time  to  go,  but  there  is  no  place  to  go.  If 
you  go  into  the  middle  of  any  country,  in 
any  continent,  it’s  all  in  reach  of  missiles 
and  bombs. 

DO  YOU  FEEL  A  SENSE  OF  ATTACH¬ 
MENT  TO  CHINA  AND  HER  PEOPLE? 
Yes,  I  do.  I  still  have  relatives  there,  but 
I’ve  never  met  them.  We  were  just  in  Hong 
Kong  and  briefly  went  across  the  border  in¬ 
to  China.  I  don’t  know  what  to  make  of  the 
political  situation  there. 

WHAT  ARE  YOU  CURRENTLY  WORK¬ 
ING  ON? 

I’m  working  on  a  novel.  The  characters  in 
this  novel  have  no  mythic  past  like  the  ones 
in  the  previous  two  books.  They’re 
Chinese-Americans,  but  have  no  con¬ 
sciousness  of  their  history.  The  characters 
in  the  other  books  are  more  like  me,  like 
people  I  know.  They  really  know  a  lot 
about  Chinese  mythology  and  Chinese 
history.  Their  actions  resonate  of  the  past. 
But  the  characters  I  have  now  are,  I  think, 
like  most  people  now  who  have  no  sense  of 
history  whatever,  they  sort  of  make  it  up 
day  by  day;  neither  do  they  have  any  in¬ 
terest  in  searching  for  their  past.  They  are  a 
bit  like  a  lot  of  people  I  know,  but  not  like 
me.  To  me  the  past  is  so  exciting,  so 
vibrant. 
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Capitalism  — 

A  Better  Understanding 


By  the  Money  Man 

The  dictionary  definition:  an 
economic  system  in  which  invest¬ 
ment  in  and  ownership  of  a  means 
of  production,  distribution,  ex¬ 
change  of  wealth  is  made  and 
maintained  chiefly  by  private  in¬ 
dividuals  or  corporations.  The  ex¬ 
planation  is  long,  but  taken  by 
their  component  parts  the  defini¬ 
tion  is  not  complicated.  Shortened 
further,  the  term  means  simply, 
business. 

Capitalism,  then,  should  not  be 
treated  with  disdain,  distrust,  or 
fear.  I’m  certain  this  attitude 
arises  out  of  a  lack  of  understan¬ 
ding.  (This  was  particularly  true  in 
the  late  1960’s  and  1970’s  when  so 
many  were  anti-establishment.) 
This  misunderstanding  cuts  across 
all  strata  of  society.  A  professor, 
unionist,  scientist,  or  legislator 
may  have  little  or  no  comprehen¬ 
sion  of  the  workings  of 
capitalism. 

Capitalism  is  a  system  whereby 
an  individual(s)  or  corporation  in¬ 
vests  in  an  idea  or  product  with  all 
its  attendant  risk,  for  gain.  An  in¬ 


dividual  invests  his  or  her  time  for 
pay.  This  pay  may  be  saved  for 
future  use  such  as  an 
“investment”  in  a  house,  a  piece 
of  machinery,  or  a  farm.  The  se¬ 
cond  approach  for  the  savings 
may  include  a  few  friends  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  same  purpose  —  a 
partnership.  You  may  want  to 
limit  your  risk  exposure  by  form¬ 
ing  a  corporation.  So  far,  nothing 
has  been  written  that  is  ominous 
or  could  be  construed  as  threaten¬ 
ing. 

Unfortunately,  “corporation” 
is  the  mental  blockage  for  many 
people.  Many  equate  corporations 
to  big  business.  Nothing  can  be 
further  from  the  truth.  A  corpora¬ 
tion  is  just  a  legal  form  of  doing 
business.  The  corner  grocer,  the 
barber  shop,  or  auto  dealer  all 
may  be  incorporated. 

What  is  true,  however,  is  that 
the  profit  motive  brings  out  the 
worst  in  most  of  us.  Take  for  in¬ 
stance,  a  recent  story  in  the 
Boston  papers  of  an  alleged 
scheme  to  bilk  thousands  of 
dollars  from  oil  customers.  At¬ 
torney  General  Bellotti’s  office 
charged  a  father  and  son  of  billing 


metered  oil  and  then  pumping 
some  of  the  fuel  back  into  their 
trucks.  More  frightening,  the 
spokesman  for  the  Attorney 
General  feels  this  practice  is  “very 
widespread”. 

Another  scheme  is  to  be  taken 
for  a  long  ride  —  literally.  The 
friendly  taxi  driver  is  the  expert  in 
taking  his  unsuspecting  passenger 
by  a  circuitous  route.  Cases 
abound  of  wrongdoing:  thumb- 
on-the-scale,  poor  repair  work,  or 
defective  merchandise.  All  so  easi¬ 
ly  profligated  by  business  (large 
and  small)  and  individuals.  The 
problem  is  one  of  human  traits. 

Gains  or  profits  are  not  im¬ 
moral.  It  is  a  goal.  Lacking  the 
profit  motive,  the  Communist 
countries  find  planned  programs 
in  total  disarray.  A  prime  example 
is  the  failure  of  the  agricultural 
programs  in  the  U.S.S.R.  Even 
the  People’s  Republic  of  China 
has  now  allowed,  in  their  limited 
way,  a  form  of  free  enterprise. 
The  incentive  is  to  produce  effec¬ 
tively  for  gain.  Money,  after  all,  is 
nothing  more  than  a  medium  of 
exchange  and  a  storehouse  of 
one’s  labor. 


CEDC  Plans  New 
Housing  Project 

By  Patricia  M.  Walsh  (OED)  in  Washington,  DC;  which 
Chinese  Economic  Development  granted  CEDC  $208,292.00  in 
Council  Inc.  venture  capital  for  use  as  equity 

money  for  development  of  the 
The  Chinese  Economic  Develop-  building.  CEDC  is  asking  HUD 
ment  Council  (CEDC)  plans  to  for  a  Federal  Housing  Ad- 
convert  an  empty  office  building  ministration  insured  mortgage, 
in  Chinatown  into  Section  8  sub-  The  total  cost  of  the  project  will 
sidized  housing.  be  approximately  $2,500,000.00. 

In  mid-December  last  year  CEDC  Earlier  last  year  the  Boston  area 
purchased  the  four-story  building  office  of  the  Department  of  Hous- 
at  13-21  Oxford  Street  from  the  ing  and  Urban  Development 
New  England  Telephone  Com-  granted  CEDC  a  waiver  allowing 
pany.  The  Oxford  St.  site  will  be  elevators  to  be  installed  in  the  pro- 
converted  into  39  separate  hous-  posed  housing  project  —  the  first 
ing  units  of  one-,  two-  and  three-  time  HUD  has  granted  such  a 
bedroom  apartments  for  low-  and  waiver  in  the  Boston  area, 
moderate-income  families.  Con-  -phis  waiver  is  from  a  nine-year - 
struction  on  the  project  is  ex-  HUD  regulation  preventing 
?oai  t0  SPnnS  °f  construction  of  apartment 

•  buildings  designed  for  families. 

Under  a  community  block  grant  CEDC  argued  that  because  of  the 
CEDC  also  purchased  from  the  critical  need  for  low-and 
City  of  Boston  the  vacant  lot  adja-  moderate-income  housing  in  the 
cent  to  the  proposed  housing  site.  Chinatown  area;  the  lack  of 
Plans  are  to  landscape  it  as  a  available  land,  and  the  high  land 
passive  recreation  area.  costs,  it  is  not  financially  or 

The  housing  project  is  being  physically  feasible  to  build 
financed  by  a  grant  from  the  Of-  garden-type  subsidized  family 
fice  of  Economic  Development  housing  in  this  area. 


MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY 
50  High  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

NOTICE  TO  CONTRACTORS 

Sealed  bids  for  M.B.T.A.  Contract  No.  087-101  (Project  Value 
84.00)  will  be  received  by  the  Director  of  Construction  at  the 
Contract  Administration  Office,  5th  floor,  50  High  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02110,  until  two  o'clock  (2:00  p.m.)  on 
March  26,  1981.  Immediately  thereafter,  in  a  designated  room, 
the  proposals  will  be  opened  and  read  publicly. 

The  above-numbered  Contract  is  more  fully  described  as 
follows:  (Class  7  Building)  ADDITION  AND  RENOVATION 
BUS  OVERHAUL  SHOP,  EVERETT  MAINTENANCE  FACILITY, 
EVERETT,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  work  consists  of  Construction  of  a  New  Addition  and 
Renovation  of  the  bus  Overhaul  Shop  both  interior  and  ex¬ 
terior. 

This  Contract  is  subject  to  a  financial  assistance  contract 
between  the  M.B.T.A.  and  U.M.T  A.  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Transportation. 

Each  prospective  bidder  proposing  to  bid  on  this  Project 
must  be  prequalified  in  accordance  with  the  Authority's 
"Procedures  Governing  Classification  and  Rating  of 
Prospective  Bidders. "  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Contract  Administration  Office  at  the  above  address.  Requests 
for  prequalification  for  this  Project  will  not  be  accepted  by  the 
Authority  after  the  10th  day  preceding  the  date  set  for  the 
opening  of  bids. 

Prequalified  bidders  may  obtain  from  the  Contract  Ad¬ 
ministration  Office  a  "Request  for  Proposal  Form"  which  must 
be  properly  filled  out  and  submitted  for  approval. 

Bidding  documents  may  be  obtained  from  the  Contract 
Administration  Office  at  the  address  above  from  8:30  a  m.  to 
4:00  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday  at  a  charge  of  $50.00.  The 
Authority's  General  Requirements  and  Covenants  (1978  Edition 
of  Division  I)  as  amended  are  available  from  the  Contract 
Administration  Office  at  a  charge  of  $5.00  per  copy.  The 
Authority's  Standard  Specifications,  Construction  dated 
January  1980  are  available  from  the  Contract  Administration 
Office  at  a  charge  of  $15.00  per  copy.  (NONE  OF  THESE 
CHARGESARE  REFUNDABLE.) 

Bidding  documents  will  be  available  February  25, 1981 . 

Any  person  may  purchase  copies  of  the  Plans  and 
Specifications  for  information  purposes  only  upon  payment  of 
the  required  charge.  Bidding  documents  will  be  mailed  by 
parcel  post  upon  request  and  receipt  of  an  additional  postage 
and  handling  charge  of  Fifteen  Dollars,  payable  by  separate 
check.  If  requested,  documents  will  be  forwarded  by  Air 
Freight,  where  such  service  is  available,  at  the  expense  of  the 
plan  holder. 

This  contract  contains  a  fuel  and  asphalt  price  escalation 
clause. 

Bidder's  attention  is  directed  to  Appendix  1,  Goals  and 
Timetables  for  Female  and  Minority  Participation  in  the 
Construction  Industry;  and  to  Appendix  2,  Supplemental  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity,  Anti-Discrimination  and  Af¬ 
firmative  Action  Program  in  the  Specifications.  In  addition, 
pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  Appendix  3,  Minority  Business 
Enterprise  (MBE)  Provision,  all  potential  prime  contractors 
must  submit  an  assurance  with  their  bids  that  they  will  make 


sufficient  reasonable  efforts  to  meet  the  state  goal  of  7.48 
percent. 

Bidders  wishing  to  remain  in  competition  for  the  award  of 
this  Contract  must  submit  to  the  Authority  with  their  bids  the 
names  of  MBE  subcontractors,  a  description  of  the  work  each 
is  to  perform,  and  the  dollar  value  of  each  proposed  MBE 
subcontract. 

The  Authority  hereby  notifies  bidders  that  it  will  af¬ 
firmatively  insure  that  in  regard  to  any  contract  entered  into 
pursuant  to  this  advertisement,  (Notice  to  Contractors), 
minority  and  female  construction  contractors  will  be  afforded 
full  opportunity  to  submit  bids  in  response  to  this  invitation 
and  will  not  be  discriminated  against  on  the  grounds  of  race, 
color,  religion,  sex,  or  national  origin  in  consideration  for  an 
award. 

Bidders  will  be  required  to  comply  with  Federal  equal 
employment  opportunity  regulations  and  the  President's 
Executive  Order  No.  11246  and  any  amendments  or  sup¬ 
plements  to  that  executive  order.  The  requirements  under  this 
order  are  explained  in  the  specifications. 

Authorization  for  the  bidders  to  view  the  site  of  the  work  on 
the  MBTA's  property  shall  be  obtained  from  the  office  of  Mr. 
George  H.  Smith,  Jr.,  Project  Manager,  Telephone  Number  722- 
5884/5885. 

A  Prebid  Conference  will  be  held  on  March  10  1981,  at  10:00 
a  m  at  the  MBTA  Project  Office,  rear  21  Arlington  Avenue, 
Charlestown,  Mass.  It  is  imperative  that  prospective  bidders 
have  a  representative  attend.  Any  request  for  interpretation  of 
plans  and  specifications  should  be  submitted  in  writing  at  the 
same  time. 

Bidders  will  be  required  to  certify  that  they  are  not  on  the 
Comptroller  General's  list  of  ineligible  contractors. 

The  provisions  of  Massachusetts  Executive  Order  No.  130, 
Anti-Boycott  Covenants  are  incorporated  by  reference  as  part 
of  this  Contract. 

Bidders  will  be  required  to  certify  as  part  of  their  proposal 
that  they  are  able  to  furnish  labor  that  can  work  in  harmony 
with  all  other  elements  of  labor  employed  or  to  be  employed 
on  the  work. 

Bidders  are  advised  that  the  "Buy  America"  provisions  of 
the  Surface  Transportation  Assistance  Act  of  1978  (Pub.  L-95- 
599)  applies  to  any  contract,  procurement  or  agreement  (in 
excess  of  $500,000)  which  results  in  this  solicitation.  These 
regulations  require,  as  a  condition  of  responsiveness,  that  the 
Bidder  submit  with  his  bid  a  completed  Buy  America  cer¬ 
tificate  as  set  forth  in  the  Form  for  Bid 

Proposal  guaranty  shall  consist  of  a  bid  deposit  of  Four 
Hundred  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  ($420,000.00)  in  the  form  of 
a  bid  bond,  cash,  certified  check,  or  treasurer's  check  issued  to 
the  M.B.T.A.  by  a  responsible  surety,  bank  or  trust  company. 

The  successful  bidder  shall  be  required  to  furnish  a  Per¬ 
formance  Bond  and  a  Labor  and  Material  payment  each  for  the 
full  amount  of  the  Contract  price.  The  surety  shall  be  a  surety 
company  or  securities  satisfactory  to  the  Authority. 

The  Authority  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all 
Proposals,  to  waive  informalities,  to  advertise  for  new 
proposals  or  proceed  to  do  the  work  otherwise,  as  may  be 
deemed  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Authority 

MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY 

Date:  February  19, 1981 
By:  Barry  M.  Locke 
Chairman 


BRA  Gives 
Lease  On 
Oak  St. 
Building 

By  Qunicy  School  Community 
Council,  Inc. 

The  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA)  board  gave  its 
approval  at  its  February  12th 
meeting,  to  give  the  Quincy 
School  Community  Council 
(QSCC)  a  five  year  lease  for  the  34 
Oak  Street  building  in  Chinatown. 
The  old  three  story  rowhouse  has 
been  under  the  responsibility  of 
the  QSCC  for  a  number  of  years 
but  until  now,  has  never  had  a  for¬ 
mal  arrangement  with  the  BRA 
who  owns  the  property. 

The  QSCC  has  utilized  the 
building  for  a  number  of  pro¬ 
grams  from  daycare  for  children 
to  English  classes  on  weekends. 
Most  recently,  the  building  has 
undergone  basic  repairs  and 
renovation  in  preparation  for  ex¬ 
panded  daycare  services  that  are 
being  provided  by  the  QSCC  and 
the  BRA  staff  to  have  the  building 
meet  the  various  inspections  re¬ 
quired  by  the  city  and  state,  which 
will  allow  a  day  care  facility  to 
operate. 

The  approval  by  the  BRA  was 
also  very  timely  in  that  it  will 
allow  the  QSCC  to  receive  a  foun¬ 
dation  grant  to  renovate  the  struc¬ 
ture,  provided  it  obtained  a  for¬ 
mal  long-term  lease  from  the  city. 
Jeanne  Bruno,  program  director 
of  the  Acorn  Child  Care  Center 
for  the  QSCC,  expressed  her 
hopes  that  the  Mabel  Louise  Riley 
Trust  will  approve  this  most  re¬ 
cent  development  and  provide 
needed  support  to  make  the 
necessary  repairs  on  the  building. 

Boylston  Building 
Subcontractor 

List  Available 

Local  firms  interested  in  sub¬ 
contracting  for  work  on  the 
Chinese  Economic  Development 
Council’s  (CEDC)  Boylston 
Building  Project  may  receive  a  list 
of  firms  responding  to  CEDC’s 
request  for  a  proposal. 

Potential  subcontractors  are 
responsible  for  submitting  their 
own  bids  to  the  responding 
design/building  teams. 

Direct  requests  for  lists  to: 
Business  Development  Division, 
Chinese  Economic  Development 
Council,  20  Hudson  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111  or  call  (617) 
482-1011. 
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Housing  Committee 
Holds  First  Meeting 

By  Paul  Ye? 


On  January  22,  1981  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Chinatown  Hous¬ 
ing  Development  Committee  was 
hosted  by  the  Chinese  Consol¬ 
idated  Benevolent  Association 
(CCBA)  at  its  headquarters  on 
Oxford  Street.  Robert  J.  Ryan, 
Director  of  the  Boston  Redevelop¬ 
ment  Authority  (BRA),  called 
upon  various  Chinatown  groups 
and  social  agencies  to  participate 
in  this  planning  committee  to  “ex¬ 
amine  the  options  available  for 
residential  development  and  max¬ 
imize  their  potential.”  According 
to  Ryan,  this  housing  committee  is 
one  of  three  being  established  to 
address  issues  of  commercial 
development  and  the  impact  of 
the  Lafayette  Place  Project  on  the 
Chinese  community. 

In  addition  to  the  newly  elected 
chairperson  of  the  CCBA,  Billy 
Chin,  representatives  from  a 


Starting  January  28,  1981,  the 
Qunicy  Community  School  is  ren¬ 
ting  out  30%  of  its  total  gym  pro¬ 
gram  time  to  any  community 
group  in  order  to  raise  additional 
funds  for  the  Community  school. 

It  will  cost  $20  for  each  l'A 
hour  of  rental  session.  There  is  no 
limit  on  the  number  of  par¬ 
ticipants  in  any  group. 

Community  Pool 

On  January  28,  1981,  The 
Qunicy  Community  School  was 
forced  to  close  it’s  pool  indefinite¬ 
ly  due  to  the  immense  budget  cut 
by  the  Mayor’s  Office.  In  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  reopen  the  pool  to  the 
public,  we  are  looking  for  cer¬ 
tified  volunteers  to  organize  a 
volunteer  lifeguard  program. 

*If  you  are  a  certified  Water  Safe- 


cross-section  of  the  Chinese 
community,  such  as  the  YMCA, 
the  Golden  Age  Center,  the  South 
Cove  Community  Health  Center, 
the  Quincy  Community  School 
Council,  Youth  for  Essential  Ser¬ 
vices,  the  Chinese  American  Civic 
Association,  the  Chinese  Eco¬ 
nomic  Development  Corporation, 
and  the  Chinatown  Housing  and 
Land  Task  Force  attended. 

Carole  Mathieson  and  Arthur 
Reilly  of  the  BRA  provided  the 
group  with  an  updated  overview 
of  the  available  parcels  for 
development  in  the  South  Cove 
area  (the  Chinatown  area)  and  the 
status  of  any  designation  of  a 
developer. 

According  to  the  BRA  the  agen¬ 
da  for  the  next  meeting  for  the 
Committee  will  be  Tuft’s  New 
England  Medical  Center’s 
thoughts  on  development  of 
parcels  in  the  South  Cove  area. 
The  next  meeting  has  been 
scheduled  for  early  March  1981. 


The  following  time  slots  are 
available  for  rental: 

Tuesday  6-7:30 
Tuesday  7:30-9 
Wednesday  7:30-9 
Thursday  6-7:30 

Please  contact  Lai  Lai  Sheung  if 
you  are  interested.  Tel:  426-6660 
4-9  p.m. 

Volunteer  Needed 

ty  Instructor  or  you  possess  an 
Advanced  Life  Saving  Certifica¬ 
tion; 

*If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  1 
to  2  hours  per  week  in  the  com¬ 
munity  pool;  WE  WOULD 
MUCH  APPRECIATE  YOUR 
HELP! 

Please  call  Lai  Lai  Sheung  for 
more  information,  Tel:  426-6660 
4-9p.m. 


Help 

Wanted 


ENGLISH  TUTORING 

Certified  ESL  teacher 
tutoring  in  English  com¬ 
position,  reading,  con¬ 
versational  dialogue  and 
technical  papers. 
Telephone  after  3:00  at  262- 
7890. 


Specialist  in  Asia  Trade  for 
skilled  business  negotiations  in 
China  for  importing  or  possible 
investments  with  joint  ventures 
or  compensation  trade  with 
Chinese  corporations.  Liaison  be¬ 
tween  the  company  and  its  trade 
partners  requires  two  years 
experience  in  professional  cor¬ 
respondence  translation  and  in¬ 
terpretation.  Also  required: 

Ph  D.  in  East  Asian  studies  or  in¬ 
ternational  business  or  M  B  A.; 
thorough  knowledge  of  Chinese 
customs,  laws  and  economy;  a 
full  command  of  Chinese 
language  (reading,  writing  and 
speaking  Mandarin  and  dialects 
of  Shanghai  and  Canton).  Salary 
$22,000/yr.,  40hr/wk.  Please  send 
resume  with  cover  letter  to  M. 
Nelson,  Mass.  D.E.S.  Office, 
Hurley  Building,  Government 
Center,  Boston,  MA  02114.  No. 
1342.  _ 


Community  School  Gym  Rental  Available 


Economic  Development  and  Industrial  Corporation  of 
Boston 

INVESTMENT  OFFICER/LOAN  PACKAGER 

Individual  sought  with  M  B  A.  (Finance)  and/or  several 
years  of  experience  in  structuring  financial  packages. 

Will  assist  Boston-based  industries  in  a  wide  variety  of 
financial  programs. 

Position  offers  high  visibility  with  the  private  sector  and 
allows  for  creative  financial  packaging.  Real  Estate 
background  helpful.  Salary  to  low  twenties. 

Boston  residency,  within  6  months  of  start  date, 
required. 

Send  resume  and  salary  history,  in  confidence,  to: 

Ann  T.  Muenster 
EDIC/Boston 
1 8  T remont  St.,  Suite  300 
Boston,  Mass.  02108 

EDIC/Boston  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Em¬ 
ployment  Opportunity  employer. 


Tufts  Wants 
YOU! 


Do  you  have  good  interpersonal,  organizational  and  typing 
skills  of  40-65  wpm?  If  so,  you're  on  Tufts'  'wanted  list.' 
We  are  seeking  efficient  individuals  with  proven  office 
skills  for  a  variety  of  full,  part-time,  permanent  and  tem¬ 
porary  CLERK  TYPISTS,  MEDICAL  SECRETARIES, 
SECRETARIES,  and  SECRETARY/DEPARTMENT 
ASSISTANTS.  Tufts  is  a  stimulating  academic 
environment  minutes  away  from  downtown  Boston 
and  the  "T." 

We  offer  competitive  salaries  and  excellent  benefits, 
including  3  weeks  paid  vacation,  medical  and  life  in¬ 
surance.  tuition  remission  and  other  benefits. 

If  YOU  are  on  Tufts’  ‘wanted  list,'  please  call  Personnel, 
956-6600. 63  Kneeland  St.,  Boston.  MA  02111. 

An  Affirmative  Action/ 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


TUFTS 

urwiw 


. 

SECRETARY  ] 

:  Cheerful,  flexible,  helpful  person  for  fast-paced  ;{ 
human  services  planning  agency.  Excellent  typing  j 
skill  and  a  command  of  English,  grammar  and  j 
;  spelling  to  match.  Minimum  2  years  experience.  ;! 
Quincy  market  area.  Pleasant  co-workers.  Excellent 
fringe  benefits,  including  3-week  vacation.  Call: 

:  Barbara  Shea  at  482-9090  ext.  302.  UNITED  COM-  ; 
MUNITY  PLANNING  CORPORATION,  An  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 

1*-  ■  ft  X  ■  M  It  M  tt 


Full-time  position  for  Cantonese-speaking  person  to  help 
develop  curriculum  for  ethnic  students  in  the  Brockton  Public 
Schools.  Salary  contingent  upon  experience.  For  further  in¬ 
formation  contact: 


Mr.  Benjamin  Silva 
43  Crescent  St. 
Brockton,  MA  02401 
tel:  580-7509 


BILINGUAL  SOCIAL  WORKER 

Clinical  social  work  positions  available 
immediately  in  both  Adult  and  Pediatric  Units  of 
a  large  medical  center.  Direct  service  including 
group  and  family  modalities:  multi-disciplinary 
teaming;  potential  for  supervision.  M.S.W.  and 
ability  to  communicate  in  Cantonese/Toisanese. 

Please  send  your  resume  to  Beverly  Cohen  at 
New  England  Medical  Center  Hospital,  171 
Harrison  Avenue,  Box  795,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer,  M/F. 


New  England  Medical 
Center  Hospital 


A  Unit  of  the  Tufts-New  England  Medical  Center 


The 


Microwave  Associates  is  the  place  to  be  a  part  of  the  rapid  growth  of  electronics.  We’re  a  world 
leader  in  semiconductors  and  microwave  components.  Great  jobs  and  careers  start  here,  too. 

Whether  you’re  experienced  or  just  starting  out,  you’ll  enjoy  excellent  salaries  and  frequent 
reviews.  Our  plentiful  benefits  package  includes  profit  sharing,  stock  purchase  and  retirement 
plans,  dental,  health,  and  life  insurance,  paid  holidays  and  vacations,  and  "Bonus  Days  Off.” 
Plus  we  offer  an  extensive  in-house  training  and  tuition  reimbursement  program.  You’ll  find 
our  Burlington  location  convenient  by  car,  bus  or  our  car  pools. 

For  a  fast  start  —  or  a  new  burst  of  speed  —  make  Microwave  Associates  your  starting  point 
•  or  1 981 . 


ASSEMBLERS 

Entiy  Level 


We  II  train  you  for  a  first  or  second  career  in  electronics.  All  you  need  is  conscientiousness 
good  eyesight,  manual  dexterity,  and  attention  to  detail.  You’ll  enjoy  our  pleasant  modern 
working  conditions  with  the  latest  equipment. 


Experienced 


We  offer  outstanding  opportunities  for  assemblers  experienced  in  printed  circuit  boards 
t es^fng *andpackag i n g[! ,c hes ’  micr°scopes,  small  hand  tools,  soldering  epoxies,  wire  bondiSg! 

8n3oTmdtoP?Pnnannm  wa0v*rOP  &  Microwave  Associates'  Building  No.  3  any  weekday  from 
Tnrnniul  7;30  P;m'  We  re  on  ,he  corner  of  South  and  Second  Avenues  off  the  Middlesex 

Sh[rieykEst7e|daratC272-3000,SExt.t203^Url'n^*°n  ^  °r  if  y0Ud  prefer  a"  aPPOintmSIS 


Microwave 


A  >^ICOM  COMPANY 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer  M/F 


March  1981 
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MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY 
50  High  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02110 

NOTICE  TO  CONTRACTORS 

Sealed  bids  for  M.B.T.A.  Contract  No.  091-161  (Project  Value 
90)  will  be  received  by  the  Director  of  Construction  at  the 
Contract  Administration  office,  5th  floor,  50  High  Street, 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  02110,  until  two  o'clock  (2:00  p.m.)  on 
April  7,  1981.  Immediately  thereafter,  in  a  designated  room, 
the  proposals  will  be  opened  and  read  publicly. 

The  above  numbered  Contract  is  more  fully  described  as 
follows: 

(Class  6  -  SIGNALING)  SIGNALING  AND  COM¬ 

MUNICATIONS;  HARVARD  TO  ALEWIFE  EXTENSION; 
CAMBRIDCE/SOMERVILLE/ARLINCTON,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  work  will  consist  of  furnishing,  installing  and  testing  of 
all  equipment  for  the  signaling  and  communications  systems 
for  the  Harvard  to  Alewife  Extension. 

This  Contract  is  a  subject  to  a  financial  assistance  contract 
between  the  M.B.T.A.  and  the  U.M.T.A.  of  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Transportation. 

Each  prospective  bidder  proposing  to  bid  on  this  Project 
must  be  prequalified  in  accordance  with  the  Authority's 
"Procedures  Governing  Classification  and  Rating  of 
Prospective  Bidders."  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Contract  Administrator's  office  at  the  above  address.  Because 
of  the  special  skills  and  experience  required  for  the  Automatic 
Train  Control  System  work  and  the  Communications  System 
work  of  this  contract,  each  prospective  bidder  must  also 
comply  with  additional  prequalification  requirements  referred 
to  under  Special  Provisions,  Section  2.00,  Paragraph  B. 
Requests  for  prequalification  for  this  Project  will  not  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  Authority  after  the  tenth  (10th)  day  preceding 
the  date  set  for  the  opening  of  bids. 

Prequalified  bidders  may  obtain  from  the  Contract  Ad¬ 
ministrator  a  "Request  for  Proposal  Form"  which  must  be 
properly  filled  out  and  submitted  for  approval. 

Bidding  documents  may  be  obtained  from  the  Contract 
Administration  Office  at  the  address  above  from  8:30  a.m.  to 
4:00  p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday,  at  a  charge  of  $50.00.  The 
Authority's  General  Requirements  and  Covenants  (1978  Edition 
of  Division  I),  as  amended,  are  available  from  the  Contract 
Administration  Office  at  a  charge  of  $5.00  per  copy.  (NEITHER 
CHARGE  IS  REFUNDABLE.) 

BIDDING  DOCUMENTS  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  ON 
FEBRUARY  6, 1981. 

Any  person  may  purchase  copies  of  the  Plans  and 
Specifications  for  information  purposes  only  upon  payment  of 
the  required  charge. 

Bidding  documents  will  be  mailed  parcel  post  upon  request 
and  receipt  of  an  additional  postage  and  handling  charge  of 
Five  Dollars  ($5.00),  payable  by  a  separate  check.  If  requested, 
documents  will  be  forwarded  by  Air  Freight,  where  such  service 
is  available,  at  the  expense  of  the  plan  holder. 

Bidders  attention  is  directed  to  Appendix  1,  Goals  and 
Timetables  for  Female  and  Minority  Participation  in  the 
Construction  Industry;  and  to  Appendix  2,  Supplemental  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity,  Anti-Discrimination  and  Af¬ 
firmative  Action  Program  in  the  Specifications.  In  addition, 
pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  Appendix  3,  Minority  Business 
Enterprise  (MBE)  Provision,  all  potential  prime  contractors 
must  submit  an  assurance  with  their  bids  that  they  will  make 
sufficient  reasonable  efforts  to  meet  the  stated  goal  of  4 
percent. 

Bidders  wishing  to  remain  in  competition  for  the  award  of 
this  Contract  must  submit  to  the  Authority  with  their  bids  the 
names  of  MBE  subcontractors,  a  description  of  the  work  each 
is  to  perform  and  the  dollar  value  of  each  proposed  MBE 
subcontract. 

The  Authority  hereby  notifies  all  bidders  that  it  will  af¬ 
firmatively  insure  that  in  regard  to  any  contract  entered  into 
pursuant  to  this  advertisement,  (Notice  to  Contractors), 
minority  and  female  construction  contractors  will  be  afforded 
full  opportunity  to  submit  bids  in  response  to  this  invitation 
and  will  not  be  discriminated  against  on  the  grounds  of  race, 
color,  religion,  sex  or  national  origin  in  consideration  for  an 
award. 

These  regulations  require,  as  a  Condition  of  Responsiveness, 
that  the  Bidder  submit  with  his  bid  a  completed  Buy  America 
certificate  as  set  forth  in  the  Form  for  Bid. 

Proposal  guaranty  shall  consist  of  a  bid  deposit  of  Four 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  ($450,000),  in  the  form  of 
a  bid  bond,  cash,  certified  check,  treasurer's  or  cashier's  check 
issued  to  the  M.B.T.A.  by  a  responsible  surety  bank  or  trust 
company. 

The  successful  Bidder  shall  be  required  to  furnish  a  perfor¬ 
mance  Bond  and  a  Labor  and  Material  Payment  Bond  each  for 
the  full  amount  of  the  Contract  price.  The  surety  shall  be  a 
surety  company  or  securities  satisfactory  to  the  Authority. 

The  Authority  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all 
Proposals,  to  waive  informalities,  to  advertise  for  new  Propo¬ 
sals  or  proceed  to  do  the  work  otherwise,  as  may  be  deemed  to 
be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Authority. 

MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY 

Date:  February  2, 1981 
By:  Barry  M.  Locke 
Chairman 


Participation  In  CACA 
Can  Help  Develop  Leadership  Skills 


Linda  Ning 
CACA  President 

The  future  of  the  Chinese- 
American  Civic  Association  de¬ 
pends  on  what  its  volunteers  bring 
to  the  organization.  CACA’s  re¬ 
cent  history  has  been  one  where 


we  serve  the  people  through  our 
Multi-service  Center,  inform  the 
community  by  way  of  the  Sam¬ 
pan,  and  train  future  leadership 
via  Board  membership  and 
committee  participation. 

CACA’s  past  history  has  been 
one  whereby  we  initiate  programs 


Thomas  Bausemer 
49  Hillsade  St. 
Dorchester,  Mass.  02124 

CHI-AM 

Tom  Nolan 

'f  H:  4  ^4 

£  flfc  Hit 

-f#  296  —  7485 


FOR  SALE 

BROOKLINE:  3  Family 
Brick  $150,000 
NEWTON:  2  Family 
$210,000 

EDNA  LEE 

REAL  ESTATE 

AND  INSURANCE 
734-4385 

Classifieds 

and  bring  them  to  the  point  where 
they  become  independent  and 
self-sufficient.  Two  examples  in¬ 
clude  The  Golden  Age  Center  and 
the  South  Cove  Health  Center. 
Both  of  these  organizations  have 
their  roots  in  CACA. 

Many  of  our  community  leaders 
have  also  found  their  beginnings 
in  CACA.  Through  active  partici¬ 
pation  on  the  Board  and  on  com¬ 
mittees  these  people  have 
developed  invaluable  skills  and  ex¬ 
perience  to  carry  with  them  into 
their  careers  and  daily  lives. 

CACA  will  only  be  as  good  as 
its  people.  The  organization’s 
survival  depends  on  volunteers  to 
support  our  staff  at  the  Multi¬ 
service  Center.  The  future  is  being 
molded  by  what  its  staff  and 
membership  does  or  does  not  do. 
A  prime  example  has  been  the 
Sampan.  Without  volunteers  the 
newspaper  did  not  get  published. 
It  was  through  the  hard  work  and 
time  contributed  by  dedicated 
members  of  CACA  that  enough 
people  were  recruited  to  bring  the 
Sampan  back  on  the  streets.  At 
this  time  I  would  like  to  express 
my  deepest  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  all  who  have  helped 
make  the  Sampan  available  to  the 
community. 

We  are  always  looking  for 
volunteers  interested  in  helping 
the  community.  If  you  have  skills 
in  proposal  writing,  fundraising, 
sales,  public  relations,  carpentry, 
typing,  bookkeeping,  financial 
analysis,  management,  journal¬ 
ism,  electrical  systems,  catering 
parties,  organizing  functions,  or 
just  possess  the  desire  to  help  the 
community,  won’t  you  please  join 
CACA?  We  need  you! 

If  you  would  like  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  our  volunteer  pro¬ 
gram  please  contact  CACA 
Executive  Director  Winnie  Tang 
at  426-8673. 


GLENDALE  COURT APARTMENTS 
IN  EVERETT 


Modern  one  bedroom  apartments.  Moderate  rentals  based  on 
income.  Includes  gas  heat,  gas  range,  refrigerator,  dish  washer 
and  disposal,  air  conditioner  and  wall-to-wall  carpeting.  Call 
389-4244.  Equal  Housing  Opportunity,  Massachusetts  Housing 
Finance  Agency. 


Fqual  Housing  Opportunity 


fir 


PARK  GARDENS 
NINE  BURNHAM  ROAD 
METHUEN,  MASS. 


Housing  for  the  elderly,  one  and  two-bedrooms, 
including  a  limited  numberof  handicapped  units. 
Rental  applications  accepted  February  25,  1981 
through  March  11,  1981  from  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m., 
Monday  through  Friday,  and  Saturday,  March  7  from 
10:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.,  Sunday,  March  8  from  1:00  to 
5:00  p.m. 

Rents  determined  by  applicant’s  income  and  family 
size,  not  to  exceed  25%  of  adjusted  gross  income. 
Eligibility  for  units:  over  62  years  of  age,  han¬ 
dicapped,  or  disabled.  Qualifying  section  8  income 
limits  numberof  persons  per  family. 

ONE  TWO  THREE  FOUR 
Low  Income  $11,800  $13,500  $15,200  $16,900 

Lower  Income  7,150  8,150  9,200  10,200 


Financed  by  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance 
Agency.  Units  available  on  open  occupancy  basis. 
Developers  and  owners:  Park  Gardens  Associates. 
Managed  by:  The  Abrams  Management  Co.,  Inc.,  100 
Boylston  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  02116.  For  in¬ 
formation  call:  681-0952.  EQUAL 

HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY  LSI 


CACA  Board 


Up  For 
Re-election 


By  Linda  Ning 
CACA  President 


This  is  to  notify  all  interested 
members  of  CACA  that  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  its  officers  will  be  up 
for  re-election  on  May  30,  1981 .  We 
are  currently  seeking  members  to 
serve  on  the  nomination  committee, 
which  will  be  responsible  for  finding 
qualified  people. 

If  you  would  like  to  serve  on  this 
committee,  please  forward  your 
name  and  address  to  CACA 
Membership  Secretary  Anita  Eng, 
P.O.  Box  763,  Lawrence,  MA  01843 
or  call  426-8673. 

A  general  meeting  will  be  held  at 
12:30  p.m.  Saturday,  March  28, 
1981  at  Peking  Garden  Restaurant  in 
Lexington.  A  Mandarin-style  brunch 
will  be  served.  Additional  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  program  for  this  meeting 
will  be  mailed  to  CACA  members. 


SAMPAN 
TV  Listings 

ASIAN  FOCUS 

Sundays  in  March,  9  a.m.  on 
Channel  7:  Talk-show  Host 
Gloria  Chun  interviews  local 
Asian  personalities. 

March  8 

New  England  Conservatory  Stu¬ 
dent  David  Chin  and  Pianist 
Katherine  King  Forgac  will  be 
featured.  Two  numbers  will  be 
performed,  one  of  which  will  be 
“The  Flower  Drum  Song.” 


March  15 

A  discussion  with  Chinese 
American  Civic  Association 
(CACA)  Executive  Director  Win¬ 
nie  Tang  and  CACA  Child 
Counselor  Lee  Ning. 
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Independence  House 
1475  Roosevelt  Ave. 
Springfield  Mass.  01109 
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